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For Un1iTiNnNG the 


CHURCH and DISSENTERs: 
WHEREIN 

0. 1 0706 cfthobPwple gate 
Form of BAPTISM, SACKAMENT 0 
the Lox D's SUPPER, Burial of the DEAD, 
and other RIGHTS and CEREMONIES 
of the CHURCH of EnGrAaNv, are 
Deliberately and Impartially conſider d. 


To which is annex d, a 


LITURGY 


27 — for the Uſe as well of the Cheb, as 
f Presbyterians, Anabaptiſts, Independents, &c. 


1 order to reduce thoſe People to one Com- 
mumnion, for the Glory of God, and the 3 — 
and Promotion of f Religion. 
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Obſecro autem vos, fratres, per nomen Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, 
ut idipſum dicatis omnes: & non fint in vobis Scuis Marx: fitis 
atem perſemi in cade mmente, & in eadem ſextentia, t Cos, . 19. 
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rined for E. Nutt, and H. Whitridge, at 152 Royal - Exc hange; 
A. Dodd, without Temple- rg C. Marſh, the Corner o 
Angel-Court, over againſt Story's Paſſge, Weſtminſter; Sold 
2% by Samuel Parviſh, Boolſeller, in Guilford; an4 Luke Cul- 
limore, on tbe Point in Portſmouth, | 
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Moſt Excellent MAI EST r. 
 Mavpan, | 


HE many and great Virtues which 


KY tranſcendently ſhine forth in your Ma- 


SSI jelty, and the Charitable and Religous 
D.iſpoſition you are endow'd with, 
which ſo manifeſtly appears by the great En- 
couragements and Examples ſhown to your Suh- 
jets, embolden me thus to preſume, humbly to 
Dedicate the following Treatiſe to your Mae 
ſty; hoping it may find a Gracious Acceptance 
with you, as my Deſign and Intent herein is for 
the Promotion of God's Glory and his true Re- 
ligion, as well as for the Encouragement of Pi- 
ety, Virtue, and Godlineſs; and who then can 
I better, or ſo well Dedicate ſuch a Treatiſe to, 
as your Majeſty, in whom all theſe Virtues fo 
redundantly abound ? I am fearful, Madam, 
leaſt at firſt Sight, through the Meanneſs and 
Indifferency of my Stile, you ſhould think it not 
worth your Peruſal, but if your Majeſty will 
vouchſafe to give your ſelf the Trouble, and me 
the Honour of inſpecting into the Intent and 
Meaning thereof, and conſider the great Advan- 
tage which probably may attend it, I then ſhall 
Comfort my ſelf, that it may find Favour in 

A 2 "2 20008 
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ir DEDICATION. 
pyour Sicht. we have daily Teſtimonies of your 
MajeGy's Deſire for the Promotion of Religion, 
as well as for the Unity, Peace, and Happineſs 
of the Nation, which are the Things chiefly de- 
ſigned by this Undertaking. I need not inti- 
mat to your Majeſty the many and great Bleſ- 
ſings Which have always attendec a Religious 
and Godly Nation, and on the contrary the great 
Diſtreſſes and Afflictions, which have befell a 
wicked and ſinful People; ſufficient Proofs of 
which we have as well from Scripture, as from 
Hiſtory: of later date; and what greater Encoy- 
ragement can there be io Religion, than (ac- 
cording to my Deſign herein) for a Nation an 
People to be ſo United, as to Worſhip and Praiſe 
1 with one Heart and Mouth? and as me 
Majeſty. is Religiouſly and Charitably inclin'd, 
what. -nobler ads of Charity can claim your - 
Majeſty's. Conſideration, than the Uniting the 
Hearts of your People, (in order to promote 
the Glory of God) .and making more better and 
ſuitable Proviſion for his Minſters, which in my 
bumble Opinion is greatly neglected in this Na- 
tion? how can we ęxpect Religion to flouriſh, 
where the Miniſters of God are ſo meanly and 
PROP provided for as many of them are? if 
your Majeſty were to enquire into the State of 
the eftabliſh'd Church, Jou would find the Liv- 
ings of many of them fo ſmall, as not to main- 
tain..a Family in tolerable Neceſſaries of Life, 
which doubtleſs muſt be a yery greatDiſcourage- 


ment to them; and for want of better Proviſion 
for the Miniſters, many Pariſhes are almoſt de- 
ſtitute of Divine Service in their Churches and 

> | Chapels, 


DEDICATION v 
Chapels, many Places not having it performed 
4 once 4 Fornight, and ſome not ſo oſten, 
which is a great Diſcouragement to Religion, 


and alſo an Encouragement to Lewdneſs and 


Profaneneſs; now Madam, according to my Pro- 
poſitions, every Church ſhould have a Miniſter, 
and every Miniſter have at leaſt a Hundred 
Pounds per Aunum, which would be an Encou- 
ragement both to Religion and Learning ; and 
this I humbly conceive, under the Sanction of 
your Majeſty's Name, might eaſily be brought 
to paſs. I do no way preſume to * I have 
done before your Majeſty, as a ſtanding Form 
to be uſed in and by the Church, I only make 
bold to offer it as my own Opinion, thinking it 
would be more Religious and Devout, it it 
were done in ſuch or the like manner, and ra- 
ther leave it to your Majeſty to make choice of 
more proper and fit Perſons to compleat it. 
By your Encouragement hereof, I doubt not, 
Madam, but you will not only gain the Love 
and A Ie of all Miniſters in general, but 
likewiſe of all true and Loyal Subjects who 
wiſh well to Religion and the Glory of God, as 
well as to their King and Country; and (as is al- 
ready moſt juſtly due) you will hereby ac- 
quire a memorable laſting Name through- 
out Great-Britain, and all Dominions thereun- 
to belonging; and when your Majeſty ſhall be 
taken hence, may you be crowned above with 
a Crown of Glory Eternal in the Heavens,which 
1s the ſincere and hearty Deſire of 
Tour MAJjtsSTyY's Unknown, 
o' moſt Datiful and Obedieut 
' Aumble Servant. 


| 


” r In RO > Oo A e oo —E- 


nn . % 
- IST. > 0 . 
s * . .” «+ - 
i + 4 o : Þ 4 j =; 4 \ . 
* 
* 9 > - * - A N 
« 4 * * us 
7 a & 4 d #1653 — ' , « * 
4 A » * * 
* # 
* 
* % . 2 2 v . 
0 p , . 5-4 5 4 * 
» bk * 1 * 1 - „ 


Pre RPA DER, 

ET not the Meanneſs and Indifferency of Kile in the 
J. following Treatiſe bault you from peruſing it over, 
*-01h at Arſt Sight I am fearful it may do; but when you 
b-gin I beg ycu will read it through, and take it according 
#9 the 1 and Meaning of the Thing, and paſs your 
Tads ment accordingly ;, the whole Intent and Deſizn of this 


4 ertaking being  deſign'd purely for the Promotion of 


Religion and the Worſhip of God, and alſo for the beiter 
Proviſion of God's Miniſters ; all which I bave entirely 
at Heart, thy* (with Regret and Sorrow I ſpeak it) this 
is what I find very much neglected, to the great Diſcou- 
ragment of the Chriſtian Religion. I 0 not tell you 
J am no Di vine, (jor that the Work it ſelf plainly 25 ) 
4 therefore it can't be thought my ſpeaking in their Be- 
balf proceeds from Self- Intereſt, Jas from obſerving the 


great Decay Religion. and the Diſcauragement the Mi. 


mij ers meet with in the World. This alone induces me 10 

„ boping (if it could be brought to paſs according to my 
Rok — (as I beartily wiſh it would) that Religion 
would flouriſh and W among us, and God's Mini- 
fers be handfomly provided for. Reader, conſider that 
the Miniſters are to be efteem'd not as our Teachers only, 
but as God's Miniſters, and as I may ſay, his Stewards 
and Servants on Earth, ſent by him to tale Care of the 
Souls of their ſeve ral F{ocks — to their Chargs, 
and therefore they ought to be looked upon and uſed as ſuch; 


tough ſome of them may fe remiſs and negligent in 505 | 
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Jo the READER wit 
Diiry, bey miiſt unſever for that themſetves, olbers dmr 
* for them: However, as they are Gods Mi- 


do but confider the mean and ſmall Incomes that many of 


" - 


them have, not ſufficient for a tolerable Maintenance for 


a fmail Family, nay (confidering their Breeding and Edu- * 


cation) many Livings hardly enough for a ſingle Man, 
which, indeed I think is a Shame to a Chriſtian Nation; 
conſidering, T ſay, the Smallneſs of their Incomes, and the 
large and numerous Family which many of them have, 


and perform their Office ? the Trouble and Care they muſt 


have for the Maintenance of their Families, muſt un- 


dolubtedly put ſuch a check upon Them, as to damp and 
fink their Spirits, which muſt make them the more meapa- 
ble of performing their Duties; ſo that according to Hu- 
manity and Reaſon, they ought to have ſuch a Sufficiency 
as to take off the great Trouble and Cares of the World: 
Tor all are, or at leaſt may be ſenfible, that the Miniſters 
bade always hen provided for by the People, as you may 
fee both in the Old and Næw Teſtament, (read the gib 
1 the iſt of Corin hians from the 10th to the 15th 
verſe, there St. Paul tells you it ought jo to be, &c) and 


ſince the great Tithes are many of them taken away from 


the Church, which was at firſt deſigned and enjoyed, the 
Miniſters ought not to ſuffer for it, but a reaſonable Com- 
petency ought to be made inſtead thereof, and who is there 
that have any value or regard for Religion and the Wer. 
Ship and Service of God, but would willingly Encourage 
and Promote the ſame; and how can this Vater be done, 
than by Encouraging them who are (or ongbt to be) the 
Promoters of it: And as here is a Propoſal made, to ſycwo 
hw . eaſily this may be done, I hope no Objeftions-can.'or 
will be made againſt it: But although my Diſcourſe hath 
hitherto been chiefly in behalf of the Miniſters, for their 
better Proviſion and Maintainance, yet I do aſſure you 
this is not my only Deſign in this Undertaking, but my 
chief Aim and Intent herein is for the Promotion of Re- 


liga 


aiſters, ue ſhould provide for them accordingly.” Now, 


what Encouragement can they have to conſtantly attend. 


| 
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vin To the READER, | 

ligion, and the Worſhip of God, hoping hereby ſo to units 
ihe 2 Hearts of both Church and Biene, 2; to join in 
one Communion, to come all to one Church, and there to 
worſhip and ſerve God with one Heart and one Mouth, 
which: 1 doubt not might be brought to paſs, eſpecially if 
thoſe in Power would any ways ſtrive about it : What 

reater Encouragement can there be for Religion, and the 
2 Pip of God than this, as well as for the Peace, Safe- 

ty, and Happin:ſs of the Nation? What a Comfoh muſt 
this be to all that wiſh well to themſelves and their Coun- 
try? Reader, I am not ſo weak and vain as to preſume to 
Preſcribe this as a Rule and Form to be uſed in the Church 
directly as it is; no, that is far from my Thoughts; and 
it would be à great Preſumption in me, who am a Lay- 
man, to pretend to preſcribe a Form to be uſed by a Body 
of ſo many great and learned Divines; but my Deſign here- 
in is only to give my Thoughts to the World, bow and in 
what manner it might be ſo ordered and done, in or after 
ſome ſuch Manner as this; that hereby wiſer Heads may 
be ſet to work about it; tho if I bad done it with a De- 
fign to uſed as it is, according to my own Approbation, 
yet there is ſeldom any thing done at firft Writing, but will 
bear with Alterations and Amendments. | I can ſay no 
more, but only wiſh it were done in fuch like manner, 
whoſoever be the Compoſers of it, ſince I am ſatisfied it will 
be ſo much for the Glory of God, and the Unity, Peace, 
Concord, and Happineſs of the Nation in — ; 1 ſay, if 
it were thus done, 1 ſhould have my deſired Satisfaction; 
and ſince I think it may be ſo eaſily done, I only hope to 
ſee it perfected and brought to paſs ; ſo I ſhall trouble you 
no longer on this Subject, but leave it to the Approbation, 
and Determination of thoſe who are in Power to promote 
it, wiſhing it may meet with a favourable Reception, 
which will be a great Satisfattion to him who is, 

| kind Reader, 
the Deſirer of your Happineſs, 
and humble Se: vant, 


A. B. 


BETWEEN, | 
Two FRIENDS: 
 SHEWING 


How the Church and Diſſenters may be united, 
and the Reaſonableneſs of it, to the Advan. 
tage and Promotion of Religion, as well as to 
the Unity, Peace, and Concord of the Nation. 


Mr. Ho Ew II, and Mr. LIORHT, meeting 
together in Lonpon, Cc. 


A! Mr, Hopewell, how do you do, I 
am heartily glad to fee you, I have 
not ſeen you theſe ſeveral Years, pray 
how have you done this long Time. 
Hopewell, Mr. Light, T am heartily glad to ſee you, 
I have not ſo much as heard from you theſe many 
Years, well! ſince Fortune has brought us to meet ſo 
luckily, pray let us tike one Glaſs together, | 
| [Here they go in ſoget ber.] 
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 L=:1. Well Sir, I can but rejoice, to think how 
lucky we ſhould be, to meet thus together; and pray 

how do all my old Friends and Acquaintance do? 
HU. Indeed Sir, I rejoice as much to ſee you, as 
you can to ſee me; and as to People in our Parts, I 
give God Thanks we ſtand very well in Health, and 
have buried very few ſince you left our Country; but 
pray how do you like thoſe Parts where you now are 
ſettled? 

L—t. Why truly I thank God, I am ſettled in a 
very good Country, a pleaſant Place, and a good 
Neighbourhood, and indeed every thing to my Satiſ- 
faction; and one thing I think my ſelf happy in, viz. 
we are all of the Church of England, and not one Di/- 
ſenter in ſeveral Miles, whereas when I left you I think 
they were above half Diſſenters; pray how is it now, 
and how do you agree together? I remember you 
uſed to be mighty intimate among them, c. 

HI. I am heartily glad to hear you are ſettled ſo 
well to your Content and Satisfaction, and the Coun- 
try ſo pleaſant and agreeable to you; but as to the 
Queſtion you ask about Diſſenters, they are much as 
they were when you left us, in all Reſpects; and as 
to my Intimacy with them, I love to be neighbourly 
with all People, I muſt take Leave to tell you, I keep 
as much to the eſtabliſh'd Church as your ſelf, and why 
the different Opiniens about Religion ſhould hinder a 
neighbourly Correſpondence, 1 know not. 

Lt. Why, indeed, I muſt own you were always 
as conſtant to the Church as any body, but to join 
with the Church, and hold ſuch a Correſpondence and 
Friendſhip with the Diſſenters, ſeems very diſagreable to 
me, and really is what I ſhould never approve of; I 
ſhould think it much better to aſſociate with thoſe of 
my own Perſuaſton. 

H-— 1]. Pray Mr. Light, what would you have me 
do? what, becauſe a Man is of another Perſuaſion, I 


indeed; 


* — 
. AS 
OR | AS *. 


muſt have no Converſation with him, a pretty Jeſt 1 
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indeed; for my part I ſee no harm in that, we are 
good Neighbours, and agree very well; they are civil 
to me, and I to them; we-never enter into Diſputes 
about Religion, whether” they or I am in the right, 
but we live neighbourly and friendly together, and in 


my Opinion, that's the moſt happy and comfortable 


way of living. 

L—t. Well, well, do as you pleaſe, I ſpeak freely, 
I have no good Opinion of them, neither do I deſire 
any Converſation or Society with them; I take them 
to be a ſly, ſmooth, deſigning, People, and there- 
fore deſire to have nothing to do with them. 6 

H I. F 7 fy, Mr. Light, why ſhould you rail fo 
much againſt them, if you don't like their way of 
Worſhip, let them alone, let every one ſerve God in 
his own. Way; it you can convince them by Argu- 
ments they are in the wrong, well and good, but 


don't be ſo inveterate againſt them; conſider, we are 
all Fellow Chriſtians, and why ſhould we revile one 


another, let every one enjoy his own Religion; 


and though we differ in the point of Religion, yet it 


behoves us all, as Chriſtians, to live in Unity, Love, 


2 Concord, one with another; and this is my Deſire 
to do. 


J.. So, fo, Mr. Hopewell, I find you like their 


Converſation, I fancy you go along with them now and 
then to the Conventicle, don't you; pray what do you 


mean by calling them Fellow Chriſtians? we differ ſo 


much in our Chriſtian Principles, that we have (or at 
leaſt I think ought) not to have any Fellowſhip with 
them therein, neither indeed do I deſire to have. 

H— 1}, Very well Mr. Light, think or do as you 


pleaſe, I am only ſorry to think you ſhould be of ſuch 


a paſſionate Temper againſt them, without Thought 
or Conſideration: As to your Fancy of my going to 
the Conventicle, (as you call it) I am bold to affirm, 


as I told you before, that I keep as ſtrict to all the 
Principles of the eſtabliſh'd Church as your ſelf; and 


B 2 therefore 
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therefore reflect no more on that; and as to my. Mean- 


ing in calling them fellow Chriſtians, I ſhould ask you 
what you mean by ſuch ſilly Expreſſions about it? to 


think becauſe we differ in ſome outward Forms and 


Ceremonies, therefore we can't be Fellow Chriſtians; 


I admire you ſhould have no more thought of Chri- 
ſtianity than that: Pray conſider, don't we acknow- 
ledge and worſhip one God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, acknowledge one Baptiſm, and Supper of the 
Lord ; we all acknowledge a Heaven and 4 Hell; all 
this (in the fundamental Parts thereof) we agree in ; and 
what, becauſe we differ a little in our way of Worſhip, 
muſt us not therefore be Fellow Chriſtians, and have no 
Fellowſhip one with another? Fy, fy, Mr. Light, I am 
ſorry for yur Weakneſs ; becauſe one prays by Form, 


and another without ; one firs at the Sacrament, and 
another kneels; one hath Godfathers, and another 


none, Sc. As Heaven is (or at leaſt ought to be) 
the Place we all aim at, why ſhould we differ ſo 
much about the way to it? as St. Paul ſays, Let ever 
one be perfwaded in hisown Way : So that follow which 
way we will, if we get but thither, it is ſufficient : 


As we are a free People, and all have the Liberty to 
enjoy their Religion in their own Way, it is highly fit 


and neceſſary that we ſhould all live in Unity, Peace, 
Love and Concord, one with aonther; which I think 
is a Duty every Chriſtian ought to ſtrive to perform. 
L,—j. Well Sir, do and think as you pleaſe, I till 
think them a ſtubborn, ſelf-will'd People; I obſerve 
you ſay, we differ a little about a few Forms and Ce- 


remonies, and the Hike; now as we are of the eſta- 


bliſh'd Church, and more than double in Number to 


the Diſſenters, ſince the Difference is fo ſmall as you 


ſeem ro hint, I think they ought to comply and Join 
with us; if they would but join with us at Church, let 
them pray as they will at Home, I am ſure our 
Prayers are as well compoſed, and ſuited to every 
one's Condition, as they are capable of ng ot 

coca F elves z 


2 


ä — 


"4 * Ty *4 
2 F ** * 8 Lb" 7 G l 
dh . r 
* 
- 


the CuuRcn and DISSENTERS. & 


ſelves ; and were they not (as I ſay) a fſelft-wilPd Peo- 
ple, I can't ſee why they ſhould object againſt it; but 


they are as they are, and fo let them go, indeed 1 


have no Charity for them. 


H. Come, come, don't be fo uncharitable, I 


aſſure you this is not a true Chriſtian Principle, net- 
ther is it the way ever to work a Reformation in them; 


you never knew any Perſon brought over by Reflections 


and Raillery I believe, neither was any Advantage ever 
gain'd on Chriſtians hy the moſt ſevere Afflictions 
and Puniſhments ; ſo the beſt Way in my Opiriion is, 
to endeavour to convince them by fair and gentle Ar- 
guments, and if that will not do, I know not what 
will: However, I think it the beſt Way to befriendly 
and neighbourly, let my Neighbour be of what O- 


pinion he will ; but indeed I ſhould think it very happy 


if it could be fo order'd, as for all to join in one way 
of Worſhip, which would add greatly to the Peace 


and Happineſs of the Nation. This is what hath been 


attempted, and ſeemingly in a fair way of coming to 
an Accommodation, and who knows but ſuch a Thing 


may yet be brought to pals; it is my Opinion in ſome 


reaſonable Time it will be done, we differ ſo little, 
only in a few Forms and Ceremonies, which I fancy 


might eaſily be adjuſted, and ſo brought to join una- 


nimouſly together; what think you of that? | 
L—tf. Think of it, I think and believe it never 
will be done, I know their Temper too well ; what 


Difſenters join with us; no, no, that's againſt their 


Principles, I take Obſtinacy to be a great Part of their 
Religion, and I wonder you ſhould think that they 
will ever compey with us; they are ſo much averſe 
to a Form of Prayer, that I am fatisfied they will 


never agree to it; and I am ſure for my Part, I never. 


ſhould comply with them, except they would joinwith 
us therein, and I hope our worthy Divines will all a- 


gree with me in this; ſo if they will come to Church, 
and join with us in our Way, let chem; if not. let 


them 


. "I * 
. ns p 
"7. "> =. VP -— 
. 


as Wd: 


6 RrasoNS for UNITING 


them keep on in their own Way; I would never com- 
ply with them on any other Terms whatſoever, and! 
deſpair of ever ſeeing this. 
H. Indeed Mr. Light, if every body was in 
your Mind, there never could be any Hopes of an 
Accommodation; I find you are for not complying a 
Tittle, either they muſt join with us in all Reſpects, 
or Elſe not at all. Now as our Difference (as I ſaid be- 
fore) is chiefly in a few Forms and Ceremonies, ſup- 
poſe there were ſome {mall Alterations made, and yet 
to the ſame Intent and Meaning, what Difference could 
that make ? Indeed as for a Form of Prayer, I am as 
much for that as you, eſpecially at Church in a Con- 
gregation, &c. This indeed I think is the right way 
of praying to, and praiſing God, with one Mind and 
one Mouth ; the whole Congregation may the more 
chearfully and devoutly join therein; and as you fay, at 
Home every one may pray as they pleaſe, or as their 
Neceſſity requires; but now, if a Form of Prayer 
could be compoſed, (as I ſuppoſe it might) ſo as to be 
agreeable to both Parties, what would you fay to 
that? | 

L—t. What would J ſay to it, why I ſay and think it 
can't be done, for if they will not join in our Prayers, I 
think they never will join in any; pray what ſhould you 
talk of compoſing another Form tor, how 1s it poſible 
to make a better Form than ours is at preſent? Who 
were the Compoſers of it, or how it was handed to us 
know not, but ſure nothing can be more ſuitable anda- 
greeable to all Sorts and Conditions of Men than this 
153 neither can I think any thing can ever come up to 
it, and in my Opinion it would be a great Preſumption 
in any one ever to attempt to alter it; and therefore 
talk no more about it. 
HI. Very well, I find you have a very zealous 
and bigotted Opinion of the Prayers of our Church, but 
pray take Care, don't let your Zeal carry you beyond 
the Bounds of Reaſon; you ſay you don't know who were 
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the Compoſers of our Form of Prayer, or how it was 


handed down to us, and that it would be a great Pre- 
ſumption for any one to attempt to alter it; by which 
it appears, as if you imagine 1t muſt be compoſed in 
Heaven, and ſo dropt down to us; if ſo indeed, it 
would be a great Preſumption to preſume to alter it ; 
but be pleaſed to conſult any of our Divines, and they 
will ſoon ſatisfy you, that is was compoſed by Men, 


and then I hope you will allow it may bear with ſome 


ſmall Alterations, if required, without ſuch a Crime as 
you ſeem to think it. I doubt not but you have often 
read the 39 Articles of Religion, which our Church 
holds with; if ſo, be pleaſed to read part of the 34th 
Article, and there you will find the Church have Au- 
thority to alter and change the Rights and Ceremonies 
of the Church, if required and thought neceſſary. Now 
as our Prayers were compoſed by Men, and the Ar- 
ticles of our Religion approve of Alterations, Sc. I 


hope you will think it no Crime now to make ſome 


Alterations therein, provided it can be done, fo as to 


unite us together, thereby to worſhip God with one 
Mind and one Mouth, as St. Paul adviſes, that hereby 
all Things may tend to the Glory of God, I can ſay 
no more, but am only ſorry to think you ſhould have 


ſuch a miſtaken Zeal. 


L—t. Well, I confeſs you give me very convincing 
Reaſons, to ſatisfy me of my Miſtake ; I acknowledge 
I have been very negligent in examining into the 
Rights and Ceremonies of the Church ; I muſt own I 
never minded the 34th Article ſo particularly, but 
indeed I find it to be as you ſay : However, I ſtill 
ſay, whoever were the Compoſers of our Common- 
Prayer, in my Opinion, it is ſo well done, that I can 
ſee no Occaſion of Alteration or Amendments; but 


nevertheleſs, ſince it is gone ſo far, pray give me your 


| 


Opinion wherein you think it may be done better, and 
what Objections the Diſſenters can make againſt it. 


H. 


L 


| 
| 
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58 H. Lam glad to hear · you acknowledge in ſome 


vincing Reaſons yet, and I believe more to your Sa- 
tisfaction; as to your Ignorance in the Rights and Ce- 
remonies of the Churcn, I may be bold to ſay, there 
are Thouſands who ftrenuouſly cry out for the Church, 
and hold Communion with her, who are more Igno- 
rant therein than your ſelf; nay, I may ſiy, never ſo 
much as ſaw the thirty-nine Articles; this I ſpeak with 


norant of the Religion they profeſs: But to tell you 
directly, where or what Alterations may be made in 
the Cammon- Prayer, and what the Diſſenters object a- 
gainſt, I can't to readily do, except you will give 
your ſelf the Trouble to look it all over with me, 
then I will ſhew you their Objections, and give you 
my Thoughts about it, wherein I think it may be done 
without Prejudice to any; and I hope to your (as well 
as others) Satisfaction. 

J. As to think it any Trouble to look over the 
Common-Prayer with you, I ſhall eſteem it none; but 
that will take up too long Time for the preſent, it be- 
ing late already, ſo mult be deferr'd till another Time, 
but I will wait on you again to-morrow at this Place, 
about three of the Clock, if you pleaſe. 
| | [ Here they part, and meet again, 

N as by Agreement, Sc.] 

HII. So, well met, Mr. Light, I think we are 

much about the Time appointed, I am but juſt come 
in before you; if you pleaſe we will drink a Glals, 
— a one Pipe, and then proceed to our Pro- 
poſal. | 

L—, With all my Heart, I am alittle weary, and 
it ſuits my Conſtitution very well; but as to what we 
propos'd by our meeting, I fear it will ſignify little, yet 
thall be glad to hear what you have to ſay, though I 
fancy it will never bear. bel 


meaſure your Miſtake, I hope to give you more con- 


Regret and Sorrow, to think People ſhould be fo ig- 
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H.. Never fear, pray what do you mean; why 
ſhould you fancy or fear it will be to no Purpoſe, as 
you ſeem to think ? 3 

IJ.—. Why, when we parted laſt, you ſeemed to 


think it might be ſo ordered as for the Diſſemters 


to join with us, and come all to our Church, which 
I believe will never be done; I have been thinking 
ſomething about it ſince we parted, and I conſider 
there are a great many Diſſenting Miniſters, and I war- 


rant you they will want Livings as well as our Mini- 


ſters, and I think we have more already than can well 
live: Indeed it is a Shame to ſee how our Miniſters live 
already, and when there are ſo many more, how will 
they do then? it is bad enough already, and then ſure 
it muſt be worſe ; and except the Diſſenting Miniſters 
have a Proſpect of gaining by it, they will never come 
in to join with us, and therefore I can ſee no Hopes 
an if. | 

HI. Well Sir, if that be what you have to ob- 
ject againſt, I doubt not but ſoon to ſatisfy you in that 


Point; you ſeem to think there are too many Mini- 


ſters alfeady to live well; I own indeed that it is a 
Pity and Shame that ſo many of our Miniſters ſhould 
live ſo poorly as they do, but as to their being too 


many, that is a great Miſtake, for there is really Want 


of a great many more; only conſider how many there 


are that preach at two Churches, and ſome at three 


in a Day, and indeed all brings in but a poor Living ; 
but it is my Opinion, and I am well aſſured, it may 
be ſo ordered, as to have a Miniſter at every Church, 
and none ſhould have leſs than a hundred Pounds a 
Year, which will be a tolerable Maintenance, with o- 
ther Perquiſites; and as Gocꝰs Miniſters, I think none 
ought to have leſs, except in thoſe Parts where Provi- 
lions are very cheap; if any be leſs, there it may be in 
Proportion; fo in this manner every Church will have 


'a Miniſter to itſelf; whereas now there are many 


Churches and Chapels have no Service above once a 
| bw - Fort- 
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Fortnight, and ſome not ſo often, then they might 


have it twice every Sunday, which would be a great 


Promotion to Religion, which (God knows) is very 
much neglected, and little regarded in many Places: 
Now if this can be brought to pals, as it very eaſily 
may, what do you think of it then, I believe then 
you will think there may be room for-all ? 

L—t. Ay Sir, indeed if that could be done, I 
ſhould think it a very good Projection; and if you, (or 
whoever) can fo contrive it, you need not doubt of 
the Miniſters, as well as Peoples Prayers for you : But 
how you propoſe to make ſuch an Augmentation I 
know not, except you take away from the large 
Livings, and give to the ſmall, ard that I belieye will 
never be approv'd of; and how elſe you propoſe to do 
it, is a Myſtery to me; pray let me know your 
Scheme ? . 

HI. As to that I deſire to be excus'd at preſent, 
firſt ſee whether there will be Occaſion for it or not; it 
it can be accommodated, ſo as to become an United 
Church, I am ready to make my Aſſertions good to 
proper Perſons when required ; but as for taking from 
one Living and adding to another, I aſſure you it is 
the leaſt of my Thoughts: No, there is no Living 
ſhould any ways be leſſen'd or diminiſh'd in the leaſt 
that would be robbing of one to give to another: 
No, no, it may be done with a great deal of Eaſe, 
and (I believe) Satisfaction to all People, without being 
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burthenſome to any; and if any Thing will Unite the 


Hearts of the People, I ſnould think this would; for F 


it will come up to St. Paul's Advice, To Worſhip 


God with one Heart and one Mouth; and moſt certainly 3 


it will be the greateſt Encouragement to Religion as 
can be, as well as to the Unity, Love, and Concord 
of the People; and thereby we ſhall become in all 
Probability a flouriſhing Church, and a peaceful and 
happy Nation, which it ſhould be our general En- 
deayour to ftrive for, 
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J If all thispaſs as you propoſe, I think indeed 
it would be a very good Thing; but how it is to be 


done I find you keep a Secret at preſent, ſo I 
will ſay no more about it, though indeed I ſhould be 


glad to know: Now then if you pleaſe we will pro- 


ceed in examining over the Common-Prayer, as we pro» 
pos'd laſt Night. 

HI. With all my Heart: But firſt I muſt ob- 
ſerve to you before we begin, that in this Under- 
raking we muſt obſerve St. Paul's Directions in the 


14th and (part of the) 15th Chapters of Romans, 


which I deſire you will read; by which you will fee, 
We muſt bear one with another, and not lay ſtumbling 
Blocks in one another's Way, whereby our Brother may 
fall, &c. and that we muſt bear with each other's In- 
firmities and the like; ſo that we muſt comply with 
one another in Things reaſonable and neceſſary ; and 
this is a true Chriſtian Principle, which ought to be 
obſerv'd by all, and then there will be no fear of an 
Accommodation, or elſe indeed it can't well be. 

L—+. As to that Paſſage in Romans indeed, I have 


read it, and think it tends to what you obſerve in ſome _ 
Meaſure ; and by this I find you ſeem to think we muſt 


ſubmit to the Diſſenters in ſome Things, and they to 
us, which ſtill makes me think it will be very difficulc 
to be brought to paſs: However, as we are now met 
about it, if you pleaſe we will proceed. 

H-. Well then, firſt you know the Diſſenters 


object againſt a Form of Prayer in the Church; and 


one great Reaſon for that is, becauſe they ſay it was 
taken from the Romiſþ Church. Secondly, inſt 
keeping of Saints Days, againſt Biſhops, againſt our 
Litany, againſt our Baptiſm, againſt ly 4s at the 
Sacrament, and many other Things, as we ſhall obſerve 
as we go along; but as to a Form of Prayer in gene- 
ral, it 1s what I highly approve of ; and I donbt not but 
ſuch a Form may be compos'd, as may be ſo ſuitable 
and agreeable, that none can object againſt it, and 
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equal to, (or as well in all Reſpects as) our preſent Form; 


and all other Objections I doubt not but may be made 
eaſy, both to them and us; if ſo, who can or ſhould 
object againſt it? 

It. Nay, if ſuch a Thing can be done as you 
propoſe, and agreeable to all Parties, I confeſs I can 
ſee no room for Objections of any Side; I confeſs it 
is what I ſhould very well approve of for my Part; but 
without a Form of Prayer, I, nor (I hope) any of 
our Church will never agree to ; for a Miniſter to uſe 
an extemporary Prayer in a Congregation, I can't ſee 
how it is poſſible for People to join with him, as 
knowing nothing what he is about to ſay, and at laſt 
ſome Things may be agreeable, and ſome not ; and 
what Devotion can there be in it? but no more of this, 
pray go on and ſhew me what Alterations you propoſe 
to make, e. | 

HI. As to the Objections made by Diſſenters, 
and what Alterations may ſeem proper to me, I ſhall 
argue as if I took the whole entirely upon my ſelf. 

Lt. Indeed that will be beſt, and ſooneſt over; 
pray proceed. 

H. Well then, here is a Common-Prayer Book ; 
the firſt Objection is, the Abſolution and Remiſſion 
of Sins, pronounced by the Miniſter, ſaying, God hath 
given Power and Commandment to his Miniſters to pro- 
nounce to penitent People, as to abſolve and forgive them 
their Sins, when none can forgive Sins but God; fo 
this we ſay ſeems to be a Relick of Popery ; we don't 
ſtand to Diſpute about the Meaning of it, but take it 
in a literal Senſe; and therefore it is an Offence: 
Now fince it is an Offence, and the Whole of no 


_ great Signification, ſo in my Opinion this may be left 


out entirely, without any Prejudice at all; and thus 
far we may bear with our weak Brother. 
It. As to that part indeed, if it would be a 


| Means to induce them to join with us, I could comply 


with them ſo far my ſelf; but I doubt they will make 
1 many 
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many more Objections, which it will not be reaſon- 
able to bear with, but what they all are I know not. 

HII. Why, if their Objections are many, and 
they ſhould be Things indifferent, I can't ſee why we 
ſhould not comply with them; which, if we take St. 
Paul's Saying for it, is no more than we ought to do, 


which is alſo allowed in the 34th Article of our Reli- 


gion, that Things reaſonable, and for the Advantage 
of Religion, may be alter*d and amended: So if this 
is allow'd of, even by our own Church, what can be 
objected againſt it? 

Lf. Really Mr. Hopewell, as to St. Paul's Saying, 
I muſt own I find a great deal in it ſeems to relate 
very much to what we are talking of, and I think in- 
deed very much to the Purpoſe; and as our Church 
allows of Alterations herſelf, I can't tell what to ſay 
to the contrary, but pray go on farther. | 

HI. The next Thing is the Lord's Prayer; tho 
the Diſſenters don't abfolutely refuſe, or deny the Uſe 
of it, (for many of them make Uſe of it at certain 
Times) yet they ſay it's not deſign'd to be uſed in the 
very direct Words themſelves, neither ought it to be 
ſaid over ſo very often as we do in our Church Ser- 
vice, Sc. 

L:. How! object againſt the Lord's Prayer, as 
not to be uſed in the direct Words; what would they 
have? did not our Saviour directly teach his Diſciples 
to pray in theſe very Words; and what, do they pre- 
tend to know better than him, and to alter what he 


did? this I think is one of the greateſt Preſumptions I 


ever heard ; this makes good my Saying, that they are 
ſelf-conceited People, for Shame leave off and go on 
no farther, I like them worſe and worſe, a pack of 
vile Wretches, pray let us have no more on't. 

HI. Hold, hold, don't be fo paſſionate and un- 
charitable, have a little Patience, hear what they have 
to ſay, and their Reaſons for it; I told you they don't 
refuſe it, but many uſe it in the very ſame Words, 


only 


* * — * * N 
* * 


——̃ ͤ 


4 ** 2 i _ 7 x K * 8 - ——_— 1 5 oe » 
* 19 9 EIT e n FP : l | £ cd Tags 
7 0 4 8 4 4 = * * N pal 13 3 
4 SAC IDES "a TL." W Rn 
9 F >” x - * „ * 
— : a * >: 2% FY = dſt” x y * y 
T* " 8 - bo * 
1 * * * . 
. 7 * 8 o Y > 


14 REas0ONsS for UNITING 
only our Saviour did not ſay to his Diſciples, Pray ye 
in theſe Words, but, After this Manner pray ye; this 
Prayer is twice repeated in the New Teſtament, once in 
Matthew, and once in Lutte, and the Words are not 
directly the ſame ; ſo that it appears it was given as a 
Rule to pray by, to direct his Diſciples in what Man- 
ner and Method they were to pray in, or by : Now 
in my Opinion, this Prayer is not fit to be ſaid by all 
People at all Times, as it is too vulgarly done by 
many, not conſidering what they ſay, but ought to be 
uſed with a great deal of Warineſs and Care; for here 
we pray to God To forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us; and by how many 
Thouſands is this ſaid and rattled over 2 when at the 
ſame Time they are full of Malice, Hatred and Re- 
venge in their Hearts; and by this Means they pray 
for their own Condemnation : Therefore it ought not 
ro be rattled over, as it often is done in our Common- 
Prayer; and in my Opinion, it is a Fault to teach 
this Prayer ſo vulgarly to Children as we do: How- 
ever, ſuppoſe we were not to uſe it ſo often, but only 
once at the End and Concluſion of our Common- 
Prayer, which I believe, none would object againſt, 
this for my Part I ſhould approve of ; and if it 
were not ſaid out aloud by ghe People, I ſhould think 
it beſt, for then any one might ſay it or not, as they 
think fit, or were prepar'd far it, without others ta- 
king Notice of it. | 
Lt. Really Sir, your Objections herein I muſt own 
are very good, for I believe there are many Thou- 
fands (as you ſay) rattle over the Common- Prayer, 
and this among the reſt, in a careleſs Manner, that 
little think the Conſequence of it; this is too often 
done by unthinking People, moſt commonly for want 
of being better educated and inſtructed in their In- 
fancy, which indeed is a Duty too much neglected by 
moſt Parents; ſo as to this part I muſt agree with you. 
Pray what is the next Objection ? : | 
ll, 
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Hl. Why the next Thing we come to is the 95th 
Pſalm, which is read both by Miniſter and People by 
turns Verſe for Verſe, as is alſo the 100th Pſalm, and 
many other Places in our Prayers : Now we all agree 
the Miniſter is the Mouth of the People (as we may ſay) 
N as well as the Meſſenger of God to the People; 
o we think the Miniſter ought to read what is to be 
read himſelf, the People giving Audience, or at leaſt 
reading along with him gently to themſelves, and not 
to take turns in reading out aloud as we do; and ſo alſo 
in reading the Prayers by Turns; for in both ons runs 
along before another, and ſeems to ſtrive which ſhall 
have done firſt, it not ſeeming to be done with any 
Sincerity or Devotion. This too often viſibly appears, 
which I think is a great hindrance to Devotion; for 
ſuppoſe a Man is entirely devoted to his Duty, there ſets 
a Parcel of young People before him, and behind per- 


haps a Parcel of Boys and Children, all rat:ling along 


as faſt as they can, one before another, without any 
Decorum, or ſeemingly Senſe of Religion; ſo that if 
a Perſon is ever ſo devout, having ſome before and 
ſome behind, and all round about him, rattling in his 
Ears, it is very difficult to perform his Duty aright 3 
and here we have hardly room to ſay half the Prayers 
or Sentence ourſelves for before the Miniſter hath 
dune his Part, the People begin again; and ſo alſo 
the Miniſter begins before all the People have done: 


This is often ſeen and heard, and thus they catch it 


out of one another's Mouths ; and pray what ſincere 
Devotion can there be in this? it is very difficult to 
read one half, and join with the Miniſter in the other ; 
by this we enjoy but half the Prayers ſo perform'd, 
and that hard to be done aright, as it ought to be done; 
which can never be according to St. Paul's Advice, To 
do every Thing decently and in ordex; for I am well 
aſſured there cn be neither Decency or Order in this; 


but in my Opinion it is quite the reverſe; and this I 1 


have 
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have often been concern'd at, and wiſh it were alter'd. 
Pray what do you think of it? | | 

L—i. Think of it! Nay for my Part I am at a 
ſtand; I profeſs I could not have thought there could 
have been any ſuch Objections made, or room for 
any Alterations to be made neither; but now indeed I 
am ſo far convinc'd, that if I argue againſt it, I muſt 
do it both againft Reaſon and my own Conſcience, 
ſo will ſay no more; but pray procetd, and let us go 
through with it. | 

H. I. Well then, the next material Thing I think 
is the Litany, the greateſt Part of which is not ap- 
prov'd of: The firſt Part of it is anſwer'd by the Peo- 
ple in the ſame Words the Miniſter had juſt before 
repeated, which is needleſs ; it would have been better 
to have join'd inwardly with him at the ſame Time: 
And then at the End of every Sentence the People 
. fay, Good Lord deliver us, or, We beſeech thee to hear 
as, good Lord; this being ſo often repeated over and 
over again. Now if theſe Words were repeated but 
once at the end of the Part it belongs to, it would be 


better, but we ſhould think it beſt not to uſe it at all; 
and in another Place the Miniſter repeats one Part, and 
the People another, as I ſhew'd you before, which I 
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think is not proper, for the ſame Reaſons as before, 


and then at the End the Miniſter ſays, O Lord, let thy 
Mercy be ſhewed upon us, and the People anſwer, As 
we do put our Truſt in thee, This laſt Part however in 
my Opinion had much better be let alone and ne- 
ver uſed at all, eſpecially in publick. Now as there 
are ſo many Objections made, I think it were beſt to 
lay it all aſide, and a new Litany or Prayer compoſed, 
which might be done, and the Words all the ſame In- 


tent and Meaning as this preſent Litany, and as ſuitable 


NY to all Degrees of People; ſo far in myOpinion I think 


we might comply with them. 


I.. Why, as to complying with them ſo in every 
& Reſpect, indeed I don't approve of; and as to our 
3 Litany, 
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Litany, I can't ſee what better Prayer can be com- 


poſed, nor ſo ſuitable to all Degrees of People in ge- 
neral ; and as to the People's anſwering to every Pe- 
tition or Senterice of the Miniſter, I think it only 
ſhews the Readineſs of the People in joining with the 


Miniſter; when he prays for ſuch and ſuch a Thing, 
O, 


we ſay, we beſeech thee to bear us, good Lord; and al 

good Lord deliver us, from ſuch and ſuch Evils, which 
the Miniſter had juſt repeated; and what better Ex- 
preſſions can there be uſed ? I think it can't be too 
often repeated; neither, for my Part, am I for hu- 


mouring them in this; but as to thoſe Words you ſay 
were better let alone than uſed, pray what do you 


mean by that? | 

H-. As to thoſe Words, only be pleaſed to 
conſider the great Importance of it; here the 
Miniſter fays, Lord let thy Mercy be ſhewed upon 
us, and the People joining herein fay, as we do fut 
our truſt in thee ; now whoever ſay theſe Words, and 
do really depend and truſt in God, then indeed it is 
right and good; but how many Thouſands are there 
who rattle it over in their turn as they do other Pray- 
ers, as before mentioned, and think no more, nor in- 
deed ever put their truſt in God; indeed I ſhould not 
judge, but it too plainly appears by all their Actions, 
that they have not ſo much as the Fear of God before 
their Eyes; and thus poor ignorant Creatures pray 
for a Curſe upon themſelves inſtead of a Blefling 3 
Wherefore all that uſe theſe Words ought to have a 
true Regard thereto, and to have a true Faith and 
Belief in God: Now ſince it is fo, I think it is a great 
Pity. it ſhvuld be fo uſed in common, and in my Opi- 


nion it were much better to be entirely left out, e- 


ſpecially in the publick Prayers. Fre 

L-—t. Indeed as to thoſe words only, your Rea- 
ſons are ſo weighty and good, for the not uſing them 
in Publick, that I muſt agree with you therein; for 
as you obferye, there are ny Thouſands of oro 
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and unthinking People, that rattle it over in an idle 
and careleſs Manner, who neither mind or think 
what they ſay or do; ſo in this I agree with you; 
but as to any farther Alterations in any other Part of 
the Litany, I am entirely againſt it, neither can I ſee 
any room or reaſon for it; it is fo ſuitable and agree- 
able in all Reſpects, that I think there is no room for 
Amendments, and therefore I am not for complying 
to have any Alterations therein, in any reſpect, any 
more than before mentioned. | 
HI. Why, as to the Words of the Lilany in ge- 
neral, for my own part I have little or no Objection 
againſt them, but think them very ſuitable and good 
and as to any farther Alterations, I have only this to 
ſay, though the Words in themſelves are agreeable 
and good, yet (to follow St. Paul's Saying) ſince it 
offends our weak Brother, if there can be another Li- 
tany or Prayer compoſed, (as I doubt not but there 
may) as ſuitable and agreeable to all Sorts and Condi- 
tions of Men in all reſpects, and to the ſame Intent 
and Meaning as our preſent Zitany, only in another 
Form and Manner, I doubt not but it might he ap- 
proved of by both Parties; and if fo, ſince Alterations 
are allowed of in our own Church, I really think 
for Peace and Conſcience ſake , we may comply 
with them herein; and theſe I think are the chief Ob- 
jections made againſt our Prayers; and fince they all 
ſeem to be Things indifferent, and may reafonably 
be alter'd, if this would bring the Diſſenters to join us, 
I can only ay I wiſh it were done. . 
L—+t. Why really Mr. Hopewell, as to the Diſzn- 
ters Objections, which you have here mentioned, if 
this be all, I think indeed it is not a great deal ; and 
if this were done, and they would join with us in all 
other Reſpects, ſince our Church itſelf allows of Al- 
trations, if a Form of Prayer can be compoſed as 
Fou propoſe, to the Satisfaction of all, both Church 
and Diſſanters, I could really wiſh it were done 1 
| elt 
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ſelf, for doubtleſs it would be a great Advantage to 
Religion, and put a ſtop to many Diſputes and Ani- 
moſities among us; but I fancy there are many more 


Objections which you will find difficult to remove, 


and bring them to comer with. 

H-—]J. Pray what Objections are theſe which ſeem 
ſo difficult to remove? if you pleaſe to tell me what 
they are, that I may give, you my Opinion; I fancy 
there are rio more Difficultzes but what may be eaſily 
adjuſted. Org a 

L—-t. What appears to me ſo difficult, is about 
Baptiſm, and receiving the Sacrament, in both which 
you know we differ pretty much, eſpecially in the 
former ; theſe are two material Points, and now if 
you can propoſe any way to bring us to join herein, I 
think you may do all: I ſhall be glad to have your 
Opinion about it. | 

HI. Thoſe indeed as you ſay are pretty mate- 


rial Points, but ſuch I believe as may be adjuſted; 


bur firſt let me know wherein you think this Difficulty 
lies, and then I will endeavour to anſwer it. 
L—-t. Well, Firſt as to Baptiſm, you know we 


have Godfathers and Godmothers, and the Miniſter 
uſes the Sign of the Croſs, neither of which the Di/-- 


ſenters will ever comply with; and then in receiving 


the Sacrament, we receive it in an humble manner 


kneeling, and they irreverently /itting on their Breech, 
which I think 1s very ridiculous; were they to receive 
a Favour from an earthly mag or Prince, they would 
do it in the moſt humble Manner they could; and 
this they would not ſcruple to do, I may boldly ſpeak 
it, if it were upon their bare Knees; and to refuſe 
to receive the holy Sacrament, a Favour far beyond 
what can be given by the greateſt King on Earth, and 
this alſo to be received from the King of Kings, what 
ſhould they do this for, but merely through Oppoſiti- 
on and Obſtinacy? If they pretend to do it in ſtrictly 
following the Examples of our Saviour and his Diſ- 
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ciptes, why then do they not fit or lie down upon the 
Gg a Fri did; if they nd to fo — 
neſs in one thing, they ought to do it in all; and as to 
Godfathers and Godmothers for our Children, I think 
it very neceſſary, for if Parents die, yet their Chil- 
den will (or at leaſt ought to) be brought up in the 
Chriſtian Religion; and what can be better for the 
Promotion of Religion; pray what can you ſay in 
their Behalf, what think you of it ? = 
H—-ll. Why, as to my Thoughts and Opinion 
about it, I will give them you very freely, and firſt 
as to Baptiſm, you ſay Godfathers and mothers 
you think are very neceſſary ? were it indeed obſerved 
as it ought to be, there would be much the leſs to ſay 
againſt it, but I may boldly affirm, there is not one 
in fifty, nay I may ſay a hundred, obſerves their D 
aright herein, neither indeed is it poſſible they ſhould ; 
the Promiſes made therein, in behalf of the Child, are 
impoſſible to be performed; for as there are ſo very 
few thar are ſo religious as to live up to thoſe Pro- 
miſes themſelves made therein, how is it then poſſible 
for them ta fee it performed in another : In the Times 
of Heatheniſm, and Begining of Chriftianity, the 
Defign of the Thing was very good; then indeed, 
if the Chriſtian Parents died, it was highly necaſſary 
there ſhould be ſomebody to take care of the Child's 
being brought up and educated in the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion; and thus one Chriſtian promiſed and engaged 
for another, which was very commendable; 
whether their Promiſes were ſo large, or the ſame as 
ours, is a Queſtion; but Time is too fhort to dwell 
any longer upon this: And then as to ſigning the Child 
with the Sign of the Crofs, which they ſay is only a 
relict of Popery, I ſhall only obſerve, as we live in a 
hriſtian Country, and ſo many good and religious 
ws, and generally ſpeaking ſuch Care taken even 
of the meaneſt Sort of People, that this Ceremony in 
my Opinion may be laid afide z for at the beſt, asf 
2 5 told 
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told you before, there are few or none who ever do 
or can perform it; and how many Thouſands never 
ſee the Child any more after it: Therefore all Things 
conſider'd, ſince it is offenſive to others, and the 
Thing it ſelf ſo generally neglected, I think it much 
better to lay it aſide, and have another agreeable Form 
compoſed, which doubtleſs may be done to the Sa- 
tisfaction of all; and this for my part I ſhould both 
agree to, and deſire to ſee compleated. b 

L—-t. The Reaſons you give for the Alteration of 
the Form of Baptiſm, I muſt own are very good; for 
indeed as to Godfathers and Godmothers, that is 
merely a Cuſtom and little elſe, for as you ſay, there 
are few or none that ever ſhew any Regard to what 
they promiſe; perhaps they may make the Child a 
Preſent of a Silver Spoon, or the like, but as to a 
religious Education of the Child, there is very ſeldom 
or ever any Notice taken, or Enquiry made about it, 
ſo as to this indeed I am convinced; but pray what 
Objections can be made about our receiving the Sa- 
crament? I think there are none; if there are, I muſt 
then plead Ignorance for the whole. 20 

HII. As to receiving the Sacrament, I am in- 
deed of your Opinion; I can ſee no room or reaſon 
for any Objections againft it; for as you obſerve; if 
the Diſſenters are ſo very nice as to pretend to receive 
it in the ſame way and manner as Chriſt and his Diſ- 
ciples did, as you ſay, they ſhould do it ſitting or 
lying on the bare Ground as they did; I muſt own 
you have anſwetr'd that Part fo very ſufficiently, that 
I ſee no occaſion or room to enlarge farther about it, 
ſo I can only ſay, that ſince according to my Propo- 
Poſitions, we comply with them in moſt other Mat: 
fers, and as I think there-can be no room for them 
to be any ways offended herein,' I ſhall readily join 
with you, and conclude, if they refuſe to comply with 
us herein, that it mult be merely through Obſtinacy 
and Oppoſition 3 and ſo I conclude, with only wiſh- 
ing jt could be agreed on, | Lt. 
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I. Well, ſuppoſe the Presbyterians, who are the 
greateſt part of the Diſſenters, thould come in and 
join with us, yet there are many more Sects, ſuch as 
Independants, Anabapiiſts and Quakers, &c. And what do 
you propoſe to do with them? I doubt you will find 
it a difficult Task to bring them all in. 

Hl. Firſt, as to the Independants, their Reli- 
gion is ſo near in reſemblance with the Presbyterians, 
that I am weil aſſured there are Thouſands amon 
them that don't know it apart, or really which Reli- 
gion they are of; if ſome hold of Predeſtination and 
Election, &c. and others don't, what is that to the 

int? if we do but agree and join in one way of 

orſhip, to pray to (and praiſe) God with one Mind 
and one Mouth in the Congregation, in other re- 
ſpects, let every one think and do as they pleaſe; 
there are People in many Sects who differ in Opinion 
abour indifferent Things, even in the Church as well 

as Diſſenters; ſome approve of eating of Blood, Cc. 
and others don't, and why ſhould our private 

Thoughts and Opinions abour things, any way hinder 
us in joining in the publick Worſhip of God; as every 
one hath the Liberty to pray at home, either extempo- 
rary or otherwiſe, as he pleaſes; I can't {ee what 
ſhould hinder our joining together in publick, in a 
| ſuitable Form of Worſhip. 


J.. Nay, ſince the Difference between Presby- 
terians and Indefendants is na greater than what you 
mention, I think one may come in as well as the 
other: Now as to the A4nabapti/ts, what do you think. 
of them ? | 

H-— I]. As to the Anabaptifis, there is no great 
Difference in their way of praying, from the Presby- 
terians, &c. ſo as to the joining with us in the 
publick Worſhip, I ſhould think they might do that 
as well as the other; and as to Baptiſm, which ſeems 

to be their greateſt Objection, I ſhould think there 
Wight allo be ſuch a ſuitable Form of Baptiſm com- 
_ poſed, 
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poſed, as could not be objected againſt, or any ways 
term'd ſuperſtitious; as to dipping or plunging the 
Perſon baptized into the Water, I believe that might be 
the primitive way, and is allowed of even in our 
Church ; however, I ſhall enter into no Diſputes 
about it, but only ſay, that if they will comply 
with us in other Matters, (for their farther Encourage- 
ment) I could wiſh it were ſo agreed, (as I think in- 
deed none could refuſe) that when ever any come to 
Years of Diſcretion, and ſhould think their Infant 
Baptiſm not valid or ſufficient, if they deſire or re- 
quire to be re- baptized, by dipping or plunging in- 
to the Water, the Miniſter at their Requeſt ſhould 
do it, and a proper Place might be aſſigned for that 
urpoſe ; ſo that if it be left thus to every one's Li- 
0 I can't ſee why or how they can object againſt 
itz and if this would do, I ſhould think we might 
thus far comply with them, and I hope they will 
alſo comply with us herein; I am for compelling 
none, ſo ſhall ſay no more, but leave it to their own 
Diſcretion, only wiſh all would condeſcend to it, and 
comply one with another. 

L—t, Well, I. think for my part your Propoſals 
are ſo far all very agreeable and good; I can't ſee 
any room for any to object againſt them; if they do, 
I think as I ſaid before, it muſt be only Obſtmacy 
and ous elſe ; however, if they will join with us 
ſo be it, if not let them do as they pleaſe; but you 
_ the Quakers, I fancy you will be puzled with 
them. 

HI. Why really as you fay, I believe there will 
be ſome Difficulty in that indeed ; as to the People 
themſelves, for my part I have nothing to ſay againſt 
them, but as to their Religion (as they call it) I can 
ſee very little in it, I muſt own, and have as little 
non of it; however, it is ſo very wide and 
different from our Religion, that I never expect them 
ro join wick us, neither is it any great matter whether 

they 
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they da or not, they are but few in Number, and ! 
take them to be a declining People alſo; it is my 
Opinion in a few Years they will be wholly extinct ; 
but if not, provided the others join with us, they 
will ſee ſo good a Harmony among us, that it 
will bring over the moſt ſenſible Part of them to 


us; ſo concerning them I'Il ſay no more. 


J:. I thought indeed you would be deſperate] 
puzzled with them; I am of your Opinion, it's be 
to let them alone, for I fancy it is not a long-liv'd 
Religion indeed, ſo we will ſay no more of them 
but I believe the Diſſenters have yet more Things to 
object againft; two or three I know; I deſire your 
Anſwer to them, and then I ſhall be ſatisfied ; one is 
their Ohjection againſt Biſhops, another that againſt 
our - Burial of the Dead. . 

HI. Wly, as to that of Biſhops, I believe it will 
be eaſily rectinied; only tell ſome of their Miniſters, 
if they will conform they ſhall be Biſhops of ſuch and 
fuch Places, and tell them that is the way to Canter- 
bury, York, Wincheſter, and Durbam, &c. and aſſure 
your felf they will ſoon condeſcend and embrace your 


Offer: However, it is not the Name of a Biſbop I pre- 


ſume they miſlike ſo much; the only chief thing as I 
know they object againſt is, that when a Miniſter is 
ordained, it ought ro be done by laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbyters or Miniſters, (viz.) more 
than one, ſo that a Biſhop ſhould not do it alone; 
now to mitigate this, ſuppoſe there were a certain 
Number of Miniſters nominated in every Biſhoprick, 
(or at leaſt fo many to be called at every Ordination, 
as ſhould be neceſſary to join with the Biſhop there- 
in) who ſhould be preſent to aſſiſt the Biſhop in this, 


as well as in other Caſes to be brouglit before him, 


and the Biſhop be as. Preſident, I ſhould think it 
would be no ways leſſening of his Honour and Dig- 
nity in any reſpect; if it were ordered in this or in 
ſome ſuch like way, this Obſtacle would or might 

| caſily 
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eaſily be LAAK | and this is my Opinion as to this 
particular: a 135 ik 1 32 * EY £10007 VU 
L. Weil; 5 to Biſhops,” I ſhauld think in- 
deed your Scheme and Propoſal might do very wells 
ſince it will neither leſſen their Eſtates, Honour, of - 
Dignity in the leaſt, I can't ſee ho can object againſt 
it; but next às to the burial of the Dead, pray what 
Objections are thete to be made to that: 
. Indeed there are ſome Things in duf Forin 
at the burial of the Dead; Which as to my own park 
I think very reaſonable ad neceſſary to be altered; 
_— are theſe, when _ to the Grave, — 
Miniſter proceeds on in this Prayer, ſaying, we vive ' 
thee be ebase for that it bath Tia the to deliver 
this our Brother out of the Miſeries of this finful World, 
and then defiring, bat God will 1 
number of bis Elec, and haſten bis Kingdom, both 
which in my Opinion are contrary to Nature and Rea- 
ſon ; firſt, when we thank God for taking away the 
diſeaſed, I believe thete are few there at the time 
(eſpecially the Friends and Relations) that ean really ' 
join in this Petition, or Thankſgiving ; and on the 
other hand, when we deſire God ſhortly to atcompliſo | 
the number of bis Eleft and to haſten his Kinedom, is in — 
effect as I fake it, to deſire God to put an end ts this q 
World, or at leaſt to deſite him to take us out of the 
World; and now I venture to ſay, that at the ſame 
time, thefe are few or none there preſent, that do in 
the leaſt deſire it in their Hearts; afid.thus to thank | 
God for ſuch things, and fo deſire and pray for fuch | 
things alſo; which at the ſame time are contray to our = 
Inclinations and Deſire, I think it very improper and b 
indeed irreligious, therefore I eſteem it highly neceſ⸗ g 
{ary that this ſhould be entirely laid aſide; ahd a better | 4 
and more ſuitable Form compoſed inthe room of it: | 
Lt, Why really you have given me tuch fitb- 4 
ſtantial Reaſon for what you fay; that I muſt own I 
am entirely of yout 224 but indeed I a 
- us "3 7 -1thins 
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* have thought ſo many Alterations could have been 


made ſo much to the Advantage of the Common-Prayer, 
as you have propoſed ; but for my part I do. entirely 


agree with you, and think it no more than what is rea- 
ſonable and ought to be done.. 
H. Now, if ſuch Alterations were made, and a 
Form of Prayer compoſed, agreeable both to Church 
and-Difſenters, which, as I told you before, I doubt nor 
but may; be done) I am well aſſured it would be a 
very, great Encouragement and Advantage to Religion. 
—_— Your Arguments are ſo weighty and good, 
that I readily agree with you herein; I only, with there 
were ſuch a Form of Prayer compoſed as you pro. 
oe, chen I ſhould. be ſatisfied; but how this can be 
broughi to pals I now not, you ſeem to have a great 
notion of (and delight in) Religion, and I fancy you 
are as; likely a Man to do it your ſelf, as any, and if | 
you were to try, I doubt not but you would compleat | 
it; and ſince it would be (in all probability) of ſuch | 
an univerſal good, I wiſh and deſire you would be fo 
kind as to do it, which I aſſure you will be a great 
Se. d ae 
H. -I. Why I doubt not, as I told you before, 
but ſuch a Thing might eaſily be done; but I admire 
at you, to think that I ſhould preſume to undertake 
ſuch a Work; you know I am a Layman, and this 
is out of my Sphere, neither have I time or leiſure for 
it; beſides, for me te pretend to preſcribe a Form of 
Prayer to be uſed by all: the learned Divines in the 
Land, it would be. look'd on as a very great preſum- 
tion, and I only deſpiſed and ſlighted for my Pains ; 
therefore pray ſay. no more about it, I leave that to 
be done by Men of Learning, and ſuch as are bet- 
ter qualified for it. clas. | 
I.. As to your being a Layman, there is little 
in that; how many great Men have we had in many 
reſpects, that never were great Scholars, and yet had 
a natural Genius, that have exceeded many 5 
| ; Scholars 
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Scholars; and how many even among our Mecha- 


nicks, who never were Apprentices, Who are as in- 
enious in what they take to as any? ſo if a Man be 


thing, he is certainly a good proficient in it; and 28 
your Genius ſeems to lead this way, I am fatisfied 
you would but ſet about it, S 5; would ſoon perfect 
it; ſo beg you will be ſo kind as to do it; however, 
thus far as to your own Satisfaction, you may chuſe 
whether you will expoſe it or not, _ pleaſe to let 
me ſee it, and I ſhall take it as a great Favour. 
HI. Well, ſince you are fo preſſing and deſi- 
rous of it, I will ſo far oo you, as to endeavour to 
compoſe ſuch a Form as well as I can, and what would 
be agreeable to my ſelf, but no ways preſuming to do 
it as a ſtanding Form to be uſed in the Church, but 
as this will take up time, I will do it as ſoon as J can, 
and ſend it to you to peruſe; and will meet you again 
at this Place this Day fortnight, (God willing) but I 
charge you upon your Word, nat to let any ane ſee it 
but your ſelf. 2 mn l 3 
ere they take their leaves art, and meet again 
( 4 dee. | 4 "FF 
I. Mr. Hopewell, your humble Servant, I am 
come again according to the time appointed, and I re- 
turn you my hearty thanks for the great favour you 
have done me; I received your Papers, and have 
57 them over, to my great Satisfaction, and I 
all always thankfully acknowledge it; and I affure 
you no one hath ſeen it ſince I received it but my ſelf. 
H. Mr. Light, J am glad to ſee you, and as to 
the Favour you mention, you are heartily welcome, I 
have done it as well as my weak Capacity would per- 
mit in ſo ſhort a time; how. you like it I don't know, 
but I have done it as near as I can to my own fancy, 


no farther, 4 
| E 2 —_ 


ngenious, and his Genius leads him to any. particular 


and ſhall be glad if you like it, but I deſign it ſhall ga | 
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I.. Sir, as to the Prayer yau have compoſed, 
] have peruſed jt over with Deliberation, and I do aſ- 
ſure you, in my Opinion, (though I don't profeſs my 
ſelf a Scholar) that it is as well compoſed and adapted 
for the uſe deſigned, (and is entirely agreeable to me, 
and what I do really approve of) as if done by any 
- ther Perſon whatſoever; neither can I ſee what ob- 
ection can be made againſt it; and as to your ex- 
poſing of it, da as you pleaſe, but I think there is no 
oom or reaſon far you to be aſhamed of it; and if I 
Wight adviſe, I think it ought to be made publick ; 
Wherefore as a Friend, and for the common Hood, 
both adviſe and deſire you would do it; ſign it, or 
Not, as you pleaſe, 

H. Well, at your Requeſt I will make it pub- 
Iek, but when it comes beſore better Judges you will 
ſee it will be rejected and flighted, therefore I will 
conceal my Name, and deſire the ſame of you; what 
J can hape for in it is only this, perhaps it may ſet 
abler Heads to work, and ſo by that means it ma 
happen to come to paſs, which would be a great Plea- 

ſure and Satisfaction to me, and indeed it is what I 
have for many Years thought of and viſh'd for; and 
if any ſuch like Form of Prayer were compoſed, and 
made uſe of in the Church, whether the Diſſenters join- 
ed with us or not, then however they could not reflect 
on it, and ſay it was taken from the Popiſi Church; 
beſides, I am well aſſured it would greatly leſſen and 
weaken their Intereſt, and brin Thouſands more ta 
Church than now come, yet I doubt not in the leaſt, 
but on ſome ſuch Terms they would readily comply 
and join with us therein, which I heartily wiſh I could 
ſee compleated, 

Lt. Indeed, for my part, I can ſee no Reaſon 
hut that bath Parties may very well agree to itz and 
whether the Diſſenters come in or not, as you obſerve, 
if ſuch a Way of Worſhip were uſed in the Church, 
jt would add to the Church, and leſſen the Diffenterg 
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conſiderably z but there is no doubt of their Conſci- 
ence herein I believe, I only wiſh I could ſee ĩt brought 
to paſs; but here is ſomething more yet, which Imuſt 
deſire of you, and then I have done. . 

H-—ll. Pray, what have you farther to require 
of me, I ſhall be glad to oblige you in any Thing I 
can; ſq pray let me know what it is you have r 
to ſay, and I will endeavour to anſwer it. | 

L—t. Why, as to the Common-Prayer, you have 

one through it, and have given me very great Sati 
action therein, but I believe there are other Things, 
which in my Opinion want as much to be examined 
into, and redtified, as any thing therein, whichare the 
Prayers for the Sick, and 7 banden for a Perſon's 
Recovery, and alſo (as you mentioned your ſelf} a 
better Form for the Burial of the Dead; and likewiſe 
a Form of Baptiſm, and for the Sacrament ; all which 
J know you are as well quallified to campole as the 
other; this I deſire the 1 
then all will be compleat. ; 
HI. I can't fay, indeed, but theſe Forms you 
mention, want as much rectifying as any: As to the 
Prayers for the Sick, I think they are pretty well alrea- 
dy, but many of our Minifters ſeldom make uſe of 
them in the Church, uſing the Littany only in this 
caſe, ſo that the ſick Perſons have no more Benefit of 
the Prayers of the Church, than any other People, 
which is a Fault; and then there is no Difference 
made between Sickneſs, or any Diſtemper, or Acci- 
dents, but are mentioned as Sickneſs, when oftentimes 
ite is different, ſo that in my Opinion this ought to be 
rectified ; and then, for Thankſgiving after Recovery, T 1 
muſt own it is ſo very ſhort, that it's hardly mentioned 
for the Perſon in particular. I think, indeed, there 
Qught to be a better and partieular Form for that; as 
to Baptiſmand the Sacrament, I have ſpoke about them 
already, but only ſay, there may be ſuitable Forms 
for them alſo ; but as to my pretending todo it, 2 
3 re 


avour of yau to do, and 
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fie to be excuſed; I doubt not but I have done 
2 enough to be laughed at, fo I ſhall leave this for others 
to da. | 


Lt d9.tet - > | 
J. As to your being laughed at, there is no 
fear of that, if any Body can mend it, let them; 
however (as I ſaid before) you need not be aſhamed 
of what you have done; and ſince it is to my Appro- 
bation, and you did jt to oblige me, I muſt deſire 
the Favour of you undertake this alſo, and then you 
will compleat the whole; fo I beg you will not deny 
me this Favour. | | . 
Hell. Well, fince you are fo very preſſing, I will 
endeavgur to oblige you; this can but meet with the 
ſame Fate as the other; ſo in about a Weeb's Time you 
expect it, meet me again this Day Seven-night. 
Here they part, and meet again by Appointment, as 
- It. So, well met Mr, Hopewell, I am come acr 
ceording to Appointment, with full Expectations of the 
promiſed Favour, I hope you have been ſo kind as to 
bu. Hell. Yes, Sir, purſuant to my Word, I have 
1 compoſed a Form for three of thoſe Things that you 
required, that is, a Prayer for the Sick, a Thank/- 
ra aſter Recovery, and a Prayer at the Burial of the 
z as for that of Baptiſm, and the Sacrament, I 
ſhall not meddle with, neither have I Time to ſpare, 
ſo ſhall leave them to others; here is what I have 
done, while you peruſe it, .I'll ſmake a Pipe, Cc. 
| :. I thank you for this Favour, I have peruſed © 
| it over, and ſincerely, in my Opinion, this is full as, 
well done as the other, and I think it much more-pro- 
r than what we alreddy ule for the ſame Occaſions. 
. { heartily wiſh we could have ſuch a Form in the 
? Church as this is thronghout, and would have been 
| glad that you had done the other two alſo ; but ſince I 
ve troubled you ſo much, I will not deſire it, there 
is but one Thing more I have to ſay about it, and 
then I will trouble you no more. Heel, 
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| H—!. Well, pray what is that, let me know, and 
I will endeavour to ſatisfy you in that too; I am glad 
to hear you are ſo well pleaſed with the reſt, I wiſh o- 
thers would approve of it alſo, in whoſe Power it is 
to order it accordingly 3 pray proceed in what you 
have to ſay. EO eons Ol 

. L—t. Why there is one Thing ofygreat Moment, 
which you propoſed before, and if that could be 
brought to paſs, I think it would be a very great and 
commendable Thing, (viz.) you propoſed, I remem- 
ber, it ſhould be ſo ordered, That every Church ſhould 
bave a Miniſter entirely to it ſelf, and every Miniſter 
Gauld have 4 Hundred Pounds per Annum. Now if 
this can be done without leſſening of other Livings, 
and not being burdenſome to any Body (as you pro- 
poſe) I think it would be a glorious Thing; and he · 
ther the Diſſanters come in or not, this Thing in my 
Opinion, ought to be done; and what ſhould retard 
and hinder it I know not, for really it is a great Pity. 
our Miniſters ſhould live ſo poor and mean as many- 
of them do; and ſince ſuch Proviſion may be made 
for them, who ſhall object againſt it? but how you 
| Propoſe to do it in ſuch an eaſy Manner, ſeems 
to me. I have been thinking you muſt ſome how or 
other get the Impropriations out of Laymens Hands; 
but to buy them would coſt a vaſt deal of Money, 
and to take them away is very hard, and I think will 
never be allowed of, nor is it reaſonable it ſhould z ſo 
how you propoſe to do it, remains a Miſtery to me; 
and now, ſince you haye been ſo, kind as to oblige 
me in other Things, 1 beg you will be ſo good as to 
let me into this Seeret, and 1 aſſure you it ſhall go no 
farther for me. n ne Ha K 

EI. No, Mr. Light, as to that I deſire to be 
excuſed, I never deſign to make that known to any 
Perſon, till I ſee there will be occaſion for it, and then 
(u told you before) I am ready to make my Aſſer- 
tions good before proper Perſons (if — ). gh 
| W 
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F 32 REasoNns for UNITING 
Vell aſſured it may be done with a great deal of Eaſe, 
without leffening of any Living, or taking away or 
buying the Improptlations from the preſent Owners, 
and that done in a much eaſier and better Manner; 
and I believe (as I told you before) to the Liking and 
Approbation of moſt (if not all) People; and indeed; 
as you ſay, whether the Diſſenters come in or no, I 
think it is highly neceſſary and reaſottable, (and what 
really ought) to be done; for as you obſerve, it is 4 
great Pity, and a great Shatne, that the Miniſters of 
God ſhould be fo poorly and meanly provided for, as 
many of them ate, not having a Sufficiency ro bring 
up their Famihes in a handſome and decent Manner, 
which Ih ave often been very much concerned to ſee, 
and which is a great Diſcouragement to' Learning, 
and a Baulk to Religion in general. Miniſters are ge- 
nerally of good ſubſtantial Families, and brought up 
in a coſtly Education, and many having little elſe to de- 
pend on, it is very hard to think, when they come to take 
upon them the Miniſterial Office, and become God's 
Miniſters, that they ſhould be ſo meanly provided for, 
Which 1 think indeed is a Diſhonour to God, and a 

Diſgrace to a Chriſtian Nation, as well as a Denial 
and Hindrance to Religion in general; and if this 
cou:d be brought to paſs according to theſe Propo- 
fals, what could add more to the Glory of 21 and 
Promotion of Religion, as well as to the Unity, 
Peace, Love and Concord of thoſe Nations where it 
may be done and practiced; I only wiſh I could once 
ſer it performed in this Land, I ſhould then hope others 
would follow ſo good an Example, Se. | 
. I can but return you my hiftnble and hearty 
Thanks for the Trouble 1 have given you, and alſo 
applaud and commend you for the Care you expreſs 
for God's Miniſters, and for the Promotion of Re- 
ligion, and I heattily wiſh your Propoſals may meet 
with fuch Approbation abroad, that it may be brought 
to paſs according to your goed Deſigns and Inten- 
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tions: But if it may not be thought rude thus to in- 
trude upon you, I would beg leave only tõ ask one 
more Queſtion, (vix.) as you 8 a Hundred 
Pounds to every Miniſter, and a Maniſter to every 
Church, and that no Livings ſhould be leſſened, ſuppoſe 
(as in many Places it is) that two or three Churches or 
Chapels ſhould belong to one Impropriation, and 4 
Mother-Church thereto, perhaps all not above Two 
Hundred Pounds a Year, how would you order that? 

Hl. Why, as there are many ſuch Livings (as 
you obſerve ) whatever the Mother-Church had be- 
longing to her in the ſame Pariſh, ſhould no ways by 
leſſened on account of the other, but what ſhe wan 
of a Hundred Pounds per Annum, ſhould be made up; 
and the Miniſter of ſuch Place ſhould have Fi 
Pounds per Annum, out of what did ariſe from ſuch 
other Church or Chapel- of- eaſe, to maintain a Curate 
to officiate at every ſuch Church or Chapel; but then 1. 
think it reaſonable, that the Miniſter of ſuch Place 
ſhould chuſe a Curate that was approved of by the Peo- 
ple of. the Place where he ſhall officiate; and this is 
my Opinion herein, ſo I conclude. | 0 


To be uſed in the CH R CH, 
5 : Inſtead of the Preſent 
ComMMon-PRAYER, 

[If approved of.] 


„( Pternal, Almighty Lord God, and moſt 
Nah merciful Father, who haſt of thy great 
me | Mercy and Goodneſs admitted us thy poor 
unnworthy Servants, to come and aſſemble 
dur ſelves together before thee in thy Houſe, to offer 
up unto thee our Prayers and Supplications before the 
Throne of thy great and glorious Majeſty, and to 
praiſe and glorify thy great and holy Name, for all 
thy Mercies and Bleſſings which thou haſt from time 
to time continually beſtowed upon us. But Lord, as 
we are weak and frail by Nature, and not able of our 
ſelves to perform our Duties aright before thee, O let 
thy Holy Spirit help our Infirmities, that ſo our 

: talks Prayers 
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Prayers may be now and always acceptable to thee, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his ſake: O moſt merciful Father, fuffer 
us not to approach unto thee, or come into thy Pre- 
ſence, now or at any other time, with unprepared 
Hearts, in any careleſs, dull, heavy or ſlothful man- 
ner whatſoever, but do thou ſtir up, quicken and in- 
flame us by thy Holy Spirit, that our Prayers may be 
fervent, zealous and devout before thee ; that we may 
rform theſe and all other Duties with Chearfulneſs, 
Delight and Pleaſure, before thee our God, both now 
and for evermore; that ſo they may be now and always 
acceptable to thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake : O ſuffer 
not the Thoughts or Cares, the Delights and Plea- 
ſures of this World, or any other vain or idle Thoughts 
whatſoever, to come into our Hearts and Minds, to 
interrupt or hinder us in any part of our Duty to thee 
our God; but do thou hear and accept our Prayers, 
Praiſes, and Thankſgivings at this Time, we beſeech 
thee. And now, O Lord, as we are aſſembled toge- 
ther before thee in the Houſe of God, do thou re- 
ceive us graciouſly, and make us all worthy Members 
of thy holy Church on Earth, and fit Partakers of 
everlaſting Glory in thy heavenly Kingdom. We 
give thee moſt. humble and hearty Thanks, O merci- 
ful Father, for the Bleſſings of the Night paſt, that 
thou haſt comforted and refreſhed our Bodies with 
"Reſt and Sleep, and haſt preſerved and freed us from 
all thoſe Perils and 2 which juſtly might have 
fallen upon us; Lord, thou could'ſt have taken us 
away in the midſt of our Sleep, when we thought our 
ſelves moſt ſecure from Danger; thou could'ſt have 
cauſed our Sleep to have been to us everlaſting and. 
eternal Darknels ; but bleſſed be thy great and holy 
Name, for that thou haſt given us the Light of another 
Morning: O gie us Grace to be truly thankful for 
the ſame, and to improve theſe thy Mercies to thy 
Glory, and our Souls everlaſting Comfort; and as thou 
haſt been pleaſed to ng with Safety to the begin- 
| 2 mM 
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36 Prayers compeſed for the uſe of 
ing of this Day, ſo keep us well, we beſeech thee, un- 
der thy Protection and Governance, and defend ys 
from all Evils both of Soul and Body, this Day and 
for evermore ; and give us all Grace to ſpend the re- 
mainder of our Lives in thy Fear, and to thy Glory, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 5 poke 


A PRAYER to be uſed on Su DAYS, and to be 
bo en ge omitted on other Days. 
\ Moſt merciful Lord God, and heavenly Father, 
chou knoweſt the Weakneſs and Frailty of out 


Nature, how prone. and forward we are to all that is 


evil, and how backward we are to all that is good; 
thou knoweſt, Lord, from the Beginning how 1ntent 
the Heart of Man is upon this preſent World, ſo as 
to ſettle his Mind and Affection on the fleeting Vani- 
5 thereof, inſomuch that if thou had'ſ left it to our 
ſelves, we ſhould not have allowed or ſet apart any 
time for thy Worſhip and Service, and fo have wholly 
neglected our Duty to thee our God, and thereby 
have forgotten the wonderful Works of our great Cre- 
ator; and not have been thankful for thy Mercies, and 
lo have lived in a continual courſe of Sin againſt 
thee; therefore thou did'ſt, of thy great Love and 
tender Compaſſion fqr our immortal Souls, order and 
appoint times and ſeaſons for us to worſhip, praiſe, 
and glorify thy great and holy Name; and more e- 
ſpecially tnou halt ſet apart one Day in ſeven to be 
ſpent particularly and entirely in thy Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, to thy Honour and Glory, and our Souls ever- 
laſting Comfort; and that it ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
from other Days, thou call'ſt it a Sabbath holy to the 
Lord, commanding us ſtrictly to obſerve and keep 
It holy to thee our God. O make us truly ſenſible ot 
all the Duties that are required of us therein, and give 
us Grace ſtrictly to obſerve and perform the ſame un- 
©, our lives end; and now Lord, as thou haſt added 
another Sabbath to our Days, wherein to praiſe and 
| IA 1-4 3 0 * = » 1 0 glorit, 
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orify thy holy Name: O give us Grace to keep this 
Fo 2 bay nt thee, as hou haſt commanded, that 
we may not harbour in our Hearts and Minds this Day 
any worldly Thoughts or Cares whatſoever ; but that 
all our Thoughts, Words, and Actions may be holy, 
juſt, and upright before thee ; that we may employ 
and ſpend all our time herein entirely to thy Honour 
Gio z and that we may this Pay and for ever- 
more ſtrictly obſerve thy Sabbath, and reverence 
Sanctuaries; and give us Grace to follow the Advice 
and Direction of thy holy Prophet Jaiab herein, that 
we may make thy Sabbath our Delight, and call it the 
holy Sabbath · of the Lord God: That we may truly 
honour thee therein, not doing our own Will, find- 
ing our own Pleaſure, or ſpeaking our own Words, but 
that we may intirely delight 9 in the Lord; ſa 
that we may hereby be entituled to the Rewards of the 
righteous, fach as do obſerve thy Sabbath, and keep 
thy Commandments; that we may be made fit Par- 
takers with them, of everlaſting Glory in thy heavenly 
Kingdom, and this we beg for Jeſus Chrift his ſake. ' 

. [Then proceed as followeth.) 

O moſt merciful Father, we are fully ſatisfied and aſſu- 
red thou delighteſt in the Aſſembly of thy Servants, in that 
thou haſt promiſed, where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in thy Name, there thou wilt bepreſent among them. 
O be thou merciful unto us thine unworthy Servants, 
who Are aſſembled together before thee in thy 
Holy Temple; O be thou now and always pre- 
ſent with us, and let thy Holy Spirit be our Guide, and 
dwell plentifully in our Hearts for evermore. O mer- 
ciful Father, be thou merciful unto us, and forgive 
all our Sins, which we have daily committed againſt 
thee in Thought, Word, and Deed ; waſh us through- 
ly from our Wickedneſs, and cleanſe us from all 
our Sins, for we acknowledge, againſt thee, O Lord, 
we have ſinned continually, and done evil in thy Sight; 
O deal with us not according to our Deſerts, for then 

BY | we 
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38 Prayers compoſed for the uſe of 
we could expect no Mercy from thee, neither reward 
us after our Iniquities; but according tot he multitude of 
thy Mercies do away all our Offences, pardon and 
forgive us all our Sins, and grant us true Repentance, 
| and a hearty Sorrow for them. Teach us, O Lord, 
= ſo to number our Days, that we may apply our Hearts 
f unto Wiſdom, that we may ſeek after ſpiritual Wiſdom 
| and Underſtanding. O give us Grace duly to conſider 
the great Uncertainty of Life, and that thou canſt 
take us away in an inſtant, at thy Pleaſure; and ſo give 
us Grace duly to prepare for our latter Ends, and for 
thy heavenly Kingdom, that whenſoever thou art plea- 
ſed to take us hence, we may dwell with ghee in ever: 
laſting Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lard, | 4 
[Here let the 371þ Plalm be read by the Miniſter, ſay- 
faying thus,] 5 £ 

Hear my Brethren what Comforts and Rewards 
the Lord has promiled by his Servant David, to the 
righteous, as well as the Evils which befall the wick- 
ed and ungodly, in the 37th P/alm. 

[I [Then proceed as followeth,] 

O merciful Father, we do hereby acknowledge and 
confeſs that we are greit and grievous Sinners, un- 
worthy of the leiſt of all thy Mercies; and conſider- 
ing the greatneſs of our Offences, Lord, we could 
expect no Mercy from thee, but through the Merits 
and Mediaion of Jeſus Chriſt, our molt bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour; for his Sake therefore, OCord do 
thou pardon and forgive us all our Sins that are paſt, 
and waſh them away by the precious Blood of our 
Redeemer, which he hath ſhed for us poor miſerable 
Sinners; do thou accept of his Sufferings for our Sins, 

O merciful Father, we beſeech thee : Lord, we are 

continually attended with many and great Temptati- 

ons, and through the Weakneſs and Frailty of our 

Nature, we are not able of our ſelves to withſtand 

and overcome them, O do thou aſſiſt us powerfully 

by thy Holy Spirit, that we may be able to Eat 
all 
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all the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh and the 
Devil, and give us Grace to live ſoberly, religiouſly, 
and godly in this preſent World, that in the World to 
come we may dwell with thee in everlaſting Glory, 
in thy heavenly Kingdom. O let the Deſire of our 
Souls be always to thee our God; and though we 
daily offend againſt thee, and through our manifold 
Provocations and Sins, continually 55 thee to 
Anger, yet caſt us not away in thy Diſpleaſure, nei- 
cher let thy wrathful Indignation burn againſt us; and 
be thou not far from us, O Lord, but give us th 
Holy Spirit of Grace plentifully to aſſiſt us, and dwell 


ä m our Hearts for evermore. O let us draw near un- 


to thee, and praiſe and worſhip thee our God, not on- 
ly outwardly with our = as Evil-doers, but that 
we may worſhip thee in Spirit and Truth, with pure 
and upright Hearts, in all Sincerity, with Cheer- 
fulneſs, Delight and Pleaſure, unto our Lives end. 
Open thou our Lips, O Lord, and let our Mouths 
ew forth thy Praiſe; and let the Words of our 
Mouths, and the Meditationsof our Hearts, be always 


acceptable in thy Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Here let the Pſalms for the Day be read, and then 

proceed as followet b.] 

O merciful Father, we do here acknowfedge and 
confeſs our Sins unto thee; O be thou merciful unto us, 
forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe us from all Iniqui- 
ty. Lord, we confeſs we have been careleſs and neg- 
ligent in the Performance of our Duties to thee our 
God; we have left undone thoſe Things which we ougnt 
to have done, and we have done thoſe Things which 
we ought not to have done; we have erred and ſtrayed 

om thy Ways like loſt Sheep; we have follow'd'too 
much the Devices and Defires of our own Hearts, and 
the Luſts of our Fleſh, not caring to be governed b 
thy holy Word and Spirit; we have offended again 
thy holy Laws, and have broken thy Commandments 
in Thought, Word and Deed, for which we 8 
| Juitiy 
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zuſtly deſerved thy wrathful arne to be poured 
upon us. But, merciful Father, thou art of purer Eyes 
Too to behold Iniquity, thou condemneſt all ungodly; 
impenitent, and unbelieving Sinners, but haſt promi- 

Mercy and Forgiveneſs, through thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, to all who tepent and forſake their Sins, and 
turn unto thee the Lord. We do here acknowledge 
and confeſs, O Lord, that we are moſt great and 
- grievous Sinners; we were not only conceived and 
born in Sin, and are by Nature the Children of 
Wrath, but we have alio lived in Sin, and brought 
forth Iniquity continually, even from our very Infancy 
until now; we have not remember'd our Creator in 
the Days of our Youth, with that Love, Fear, and 
Obedience; as we ought to have done ; we have not 
firſt ſought thy Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs 
thereof, but have given way too much to the Vanities 
and Follies of the World, in fulfilling the luſtful De- 
fires of the Fleſhy and have not walked before thee by 
Faith, in an heavenly Converſation, according to the 
Duties required of us; we have reſiſted thy Call, and 
have not hearken'd to thy Reproofs,. but have turned a 
deaf Ear thereunto ; we have hardened our Hearts in 
Sin, and have lived in continual Diſobedience to thy 
holy Laws and Commandments ; we have yielded too 
tuch to Temptations, and been dull and flothful in all 
our Duties to thee our God, and thus fave we continu- 
ally offended againſt thee ; but, Lord, thou knoweſt 
the Weakneis and Frailty of our Nature, how that of 
our ſelves we are not able to do any good Thing, or 
think a good Thought without thee ; therefore, O 
Lords be thou merciful unto us, and let thy Holy Spi- 
fit be always our Support and Guide againſt all Temp- 
tations for ever. O caſt us not away in thine Anger, 
neither chaſten us in thy heavy Diſpleaſure, but turn 
thou unto us, and have Mercy upon us. O ſpread 
abroad thy Love plentifully into our Hearts, and make 
thy Face to ſhine upon us, and take us into the N 
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ber of thine Elect, and grant that we may evermore 
ſerve thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our Days; 
help us, Lord, to redeem the time that is paſt, and 7 
give us Grace to uſe all Diligence to make our Calling 4 
and Election ſure; that whenſoever thou art pleaſe 

to take us hence, we may be found acceptable in thy 
Sight, and made fit Partakers of everlaſting Glory ; 
and this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 

[ Here let the firſt Leſſon be read out of the Bible, and 

then the Commandments, the Miniſter ſaying thus.] 

Hearken, my Brethren, to the Ten Commandments, 
given us for our Inſtruction by God himſelf; without 
obſerving and keeping which we cannot be faved. 

Then, if thought proper, let the Belief be ſaid, after 
which proceed in this or the like Prayer. . 
O Almighty and moſt merciful Father, thou ſaweſt 
from the Beginning the Hardneſs of Mens Hearts, 
how prone and forward they were to that which was 
evil, and how backward they were to that which was 

ood ; that they had not the Fear of thee before their 
Eyes, neither had they Underſtanding of thy Laws : 
Therefore thou gaveſt thy Commandment to thy Ser- 
vant Moſes, commanding them ſtrictly to be obſerved 
and kept, throughout all Generations for ever. 
O give us all a true Senſe and Knowlege of theſe thy 
Commandments, and give us Grace ſtrictly to obſerye 
and keep them holy to thee our God, as thou haſt . 
commanded ; that it may be well with us and our Po- 
ſterity for ever. Grant that thy Laws may be our 
Delight, that we may keep thy holy Will and Com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame unto our Lives 
End; ſuffer us never to delight in any thing which is 
ſinful, or diſpleaſing to thee our God, nor to ſettle 
our Affections on this World or any thing therein; 
but grant that we may ſetile our Affections on things 
above, where t: ue Riches are to be found eternally in 
the Heavens; that we may ſeek the Kingdom of God, 
and his Righteouſneſs ; that all other things may be 
| | G added 
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added unto us; and give us Grace evermore to ſerve 
thee with your and upright Hearts, in all Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all our Days, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 3 ini r: 
* [Here let the ſecond Leſſon be read out of the New Te- 
Ptament, then proceed in this or the like Prayer.] 

O moſt merciful Father, as thou haſt cauſed the 
holy 3 to be written for our Learning, that 
we thereby might be inſtructed and guided in the right 
and ready way to Salvation and eternal Happineſs, O 
Lord give us grace, we beſeech thee, that we may al- 
ways hear and read the ſame, with Delight and Plea- 
ſure, and with a hearty Deſire and Intent to be in- 
ſtructed therein, in the way to everlaſting Glory in 
thy heavenly Kingdom; and grant that we may al- 
5. receive thy holy Word with due Attention, Sa- 
tisfaction and Comfort; grve us. Grace that we may 
ſtrictly obſerve and do what thou haſt commanded to 
be dne therein, and that we may with ſincere and 
hearty Reſolution alſo refuſe and deny what thou haſt 
forbidden to be done therein, ſo that the Word of God 
may always be our ſure and certain Guide for ever- 
more, to thy Honour and Glory, and our Souls 
everlaſting Comfort, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Here let a Pjalm be ſung, and then proceed as 
* followeth. | | 1 | 
O merciful Father, who knoweſt the Weakneſs and 
Frailty of our Nature, how prone and forward we are 
to all that is evil, and how backward we are to that 
which is good, and that of ourſelves we are not able 
ro do any good, or ſo much as to think a good 
Thought without thee; O do thou inſpire us plenti- 
fully with thy Holy Spirit, and be thou our Guide in 
all our ways, ſo that we do nothing but what is well 
pleaſing -and acceptable to thee; O do thou ſpread 
abroad thy Love plentifully into our Hearts, that we 
love thee above all things, and worthily magnify thy 


„ - 
great 
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great and holy Name for ever. O teach us ſo. to number 
our Days, that we may apply our Hearts. unto: Wiſ⸗ 
dom, that we. may ſcek after ſpiritual Wiſdom and 
Uniderſtanding 3 ſet thy Fear before our Eyes, and let 
thy Holy Spirit. be our Guide; and ſet a Watch, O 
Lord, before our Mouths, and keep thou the Door 
of our Lips, ſo that no ſinful, idle, or vain. Words 

roceed from us; neither ſuffer any ſinful, or evil 

houghts to enter into our Hearts, and dwell within 
us, but keep us all pure and clean from all Filthineſs 
and Uncleanneſs of Heart and Mind for evermore. O 
Lord create in us a new Heart, and renew a right Spi- 
rit within. us, and grant that we may ever. ſerve thee 
in all Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, unto our Lives end. 
O Lord, we pray not only for our ſelves, but for all 
People, Kingdoms, and] Nations of the World; and do 
thou inſtill into their Hearts and Minds the true Prin- 
ciples of Religion and Godlineſs; ſend thy Holy Spi- 
rit, moreeſpecially, into the Hearts of all Emperors, 
Kings, Princes and Governors whatſoever, andwhere- 
ſoever they are; learn them all the true and right Way 
of Religion and Godlineſs; teach them all the Way 
of thy Commandments, and give them a true Know- 
lege of thy Laws. O Lord, we beſeech thee, make 
them all truly ſenſible that the Power they have over 
their People is given by thee, and that thou art the 
only Dilpoſer and Governor of all Things both in 
Heaven and Earth, and that it is in thy Power to ex- 
alt and abaſe them at thy Pleaſure; make them all 
truly ſenſible that it is by thee Kings reign, and Prin- 
ces decree Juſtice, and that there is no Power bur 
what is given of thee, O Lord; and do thou learn 


them thereby to rule and govern their People with re- e 


ligious, pure and upright Hearts; and give chem all 
Grace, through thine Almighty Bleſſing, to encou- 
rage and promote true Religion and Godlineſs through- 
out their ſeveral Kingdoms, Dominions and Provin- 
ges, over which thou haſt been pleaſed to place them. 
| | 8 2 Open 
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Open thou the Eyes of all thoſe who are in Darkneſs, 
and have not the Knowledge of thy Laws; give them 
all right and true underſtanding Hearts therein, fo 
that Religion and Gollineſs may flouriſh and abound 
throughout all Kingdoms and Nations of the World ; 
more eſpecially, we beſeech thee, beſtow thy Bleſs 
ſings plentifully on theſe Nations whereunto we be- 
long; and to this end we moſt humbly beſeech thee to 
blels thy Servant GzoRGEz our moſt gracious Kin 
and Governor, with all manner of excellent Bleſſings; 
and fo repleniſh him with the Grace of thy Holy Spi- 
rit, that- be may always incline to thy Will, and walk 
in thy ways all the Days of his Life ; endue him with 
all manner of excellent Gifts and Graces ; ſpare his 
Life, and prolong his Days upon the Earth, if it be 
thy bleſſed Will; make his Reign happy, long and 
roſperous, grant him in Health and ealth long to 
live and reign over us; and while thou art pleaſed to 
ſpare him here, make him an Inſtrument of Good 
both for the Souls and Bodies of his People; give him 
Grace to govern them uprightly, according to thy 
Laws, in Flolinef and Righteouſneſs all his Days '; 
teach him, O Lord, to ditcern between Good and 
Evil, and give him Grace to uſe the utmoſt of his En- 
deavours to promote all Piety, Virtue, and Godli- 
neſs among us, and alſo to ſuppreſs all Wickedneſs, 
Vice, Prafane's and Immorality ; fo that under his re- 
ligious and wiſe Government, all the prevailing and 
reigning Evils of this Age may be entirely extinguiſh- 
and rooted out from among us; that we may become 
a Religious and Godly People, that thy Bleſſings may 
be and remain upon this thy Church and Nation for 
ever; that we may be an Example of Religion and 
Godlineſs, to all People and Nations of the World. 
Preſerve and defend our moſt gracious King, from 
all the malicious Conſpiracies, and Deſigns of his E- 
nemies; confound and overthrow all their wicked De- 
vices againſt him; bring them to Shame, O * 
3 chat 
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that any ways ri e up and ſtrive againſt him; 2 
that they may fall into their own Nets which they have 
ſpread for others, and that he may live and reign the 
remaining part of his Life, in Peace, Honour, and Safe- 
ty; and whenſoever thou art pleaſed to take him hence, 
grant that he may — his earthly Crown for a 


Crown of Glory (that fadeth not away) eternal in the 
Heavens ; and this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 


A PRAYER for the Qu E EN and Royal Family. 


Moſt merciful Father, we moſt humbly beſeech 
thee to bleſs and preſerve our moſt gracious 
Queen Caroline, . imprint thy Holy Spixit plentifully 
into her Heart and Mind, and give her Grace that ſhe 
may remain a Godly, Religious Servant of thine, un- 
to her life's end; make her an Example of Piety, 
Virtue, and Godlineſs in,this Nation, and grant that 
both King and Queen may always join as one, for the 
Advancement and Encouragement of Religion anJ 
Godlineſs, and both for the Good and Happineſs of the 
Souls and Bodies of their Subjects; make them a nurſ- 
ing Father and Mother to all their People; bleſs alſo, 
we humbly beſeech thee, their Royal Highneſſes Frede- 
rick Prince of Wales, the Duke, the Princeſſes, and all the 
Royal Family ; endue them with thy Holy Spirit, en- 
rich them with thy Heavenly Grace, proſper them 
with all Happineſs in this Life, and bring them to 
thine everlaſting Kingdom ; give them all Grace, as 
they grow in Years, that they may alſo grow in Grace 
and Virtue, and in the true Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour; grant this O Lord, and whatſoever more 
thou knoweſt to be nee and neceſſary for them, or 
either of them, which we cannot ask or think of; all 
this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 

A PRAYER for Bis nors and Mix Is TE RSV, 

nand all other Officers. N 

END thy Holy Spirit plentifully, O Lord, into 
the Hearty of all Biſhops pf this Land; ing as 
| : Ss . thou 
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thou haft made them Fathers of thy. Church; O give 
them Grace ſtrictly to look and examine into all the 
Duties that are required of them therein; bleſs alſo 
with them, we beſeech thee, all Miniſters and Teachers 
of thy Word; give them all wiſe, religious, and un- 
derſtanding Hearts; make them to diſcern between 

Good and Evil, and to be truly ſenſible of the ſeveral 
Duties required of them, as the Miniſters of God; that 
as they are ſent to miniſter unto them who ſhould be 
Heirs of Salvation, ſo make them to perform this their 
Heavenly Office with all Sobriety and Godlineſs be- 
fore thee, to thine Honour and Glory for evermore: 
We beſeech thee, O Lord, to endue them all with 
teachable and inſtructive Hearts, that they may readily 
and chearfully teach and inſtruct the People committed 
to their Charge, in the right and true way to Salvation 
and eternal * make their Lives all Innocent, 
Juſt Holy and upright before thee, that both by their 

ies and Doctrines, they may be found Promoters 
and Encouragers of thy true Religion and Godlineſs 
among us, by powerfully preaching thy Word unto 
thy People, to. thy Praiſe and Glory, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord: Blets all thoſe ſupreme Magiſtrates 
and Minifters, who are in chief Power and Authority 
among us, with all ſuch Graces and Gifts as thou ſeeit 
and knoweſt to be needful and neceſſary for their ſe- 
veral Places and Callings; that they may adminiſter 
true Juſtice to all People for (and with) whom they 
are concern'd; make them to do all things for the 
Promotion of thy Glory, for the Good and Safety of 
our Sovereign Lord the King, and all the Royal Fa- 
mily, and in general for the Peace and Happineſs of 
theſe Nations whereunto we belong; that they may do 
all things for the Good of thy Church and People, and 
their own eternal Happineſs ; bleſs all other Officers 
of a lower and inferior Rank among us; make them 
all to execute their ſeveral Offices and Employments, 
with faithful, honeſt, juſt, aud upright Hearts; ſo 
that 


* 
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that from the higheſt to the loweſt, they may all act 
in all Things for the Promotion of thy Glory, and for 
the Proſperity and Happinels of this Nation in general; 
and this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. q 


APRAYER forthe PARLI AMEN T, when Sitting, 


Moſt merciful Father, we humbly beſeech thee 
to beſtow thy Bleſſings plentitully on all People 
in general of this Nation, but more eſpecially. we 
beſeech thee to bleſs the High Gourt of Parliament, 
under our moſt gracious King, at this and at all Times 
whenſoever they aſſemble and meet together: Bleſs 
and direct them in all their Conſultations, for the Ad- 
vancement of thy Glory, the Good of thy Church, 
and for the Peace, Safety, Honour and Welfare 
of our Sovereign and his Kingdoms; that all Things 
may be ſo wiſely ordered and ſettled by their diligent 
Care and Endeayours, upon the beſt and ſureſt Foun- 
dations, that Peace and Happineſs, Truth and Juſtice, 
Religion and Piety, may be throughly eſtabliſhed 
and ſettled among us throughout all Generations: 
Make them not only to look into and ſettle the Af- 
fairs and Laws of the Nation, but that their Care and 
Endeavours may be alſo to look into the Laws of God, 
and the Affairs of Religion in general, that they may 
encourage and promote the ſame, whereby it may be 
fixt upon a true and laſting Foundation for evermore: 
Theſe and all other Neceſſaries, for them, for us, and 
thy whole Church, we humbly beg for Jeſus Chriſt his 
Sake. Amen. | | | | 


APRAYER for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, in- 
| ſtead of the LiTany, &c. Ov 


Almighty and moſt merciful Father, who artthe 
Creator and Preſerver of all Mankind, we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee for all Sorts and Conditions of 
Men, that thou wilt be pleaſed to make thy Ways 
known unto them, and thy ſaying Health _—_— all 
| Actions: 
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Nations: O ſpread abroad the Knowledge of thy 
Laws into the Hen of all People, that thy true Re- 
ligion may encreaſe, flouriſh and abound, throughout 
all Nations and Kingdoms of the Earth ; that all Ir- 
religion, Profaneneſs, Heatheniſm and Idolatry, ma 

be wholly extinguiſhed and rooted out; more efpect- 
ally we pray for the good and flouriſhing State of thy 
Church chroughout the whole World, that it may be 
ſo guided and govern'd by thy good Spirit, and with 
true religious and wife Teachers of thy Word, that 
all People and Nations may be guided and led there- 
by in the Way of Truth and Holineſs, and be bound 
and united together in one Faith and Spirit, in the 
Bond of Peace, Unity, Love and Concord; that we 


may ſerve thee in all Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, all 


our Days; and pardon and forgive us all our Sins, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. O bleſſed Jeſus, who art the 
Judge of all the World, have Mercy upon us. O thou 
that haſt expreſſed thy Love to us 1n ch a wonderful 
and aſtoniſhing Manner, as to lay by thy Godhead, 
and deſcend from Heaven, to take upon thee our Na- 
ture, and become Man, and even to ſuffer that bitter 
Death upon the Croſs for our Redemption and eternal 
Happinels, O never ſuffer us to forget the Love 
which thou haſt ſhewn us herein, that we may always 
bear it about us with continual Remembrance and 
thankful Hearts for ever. O merciful Father, do thou 


accept of the Sufferings of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus 


Chritt for our Sins; we beſeech thee waſh them away 
by his moſt precious. Blood, which he has ſhed for us 
poor wicked and ſinful Creatures, and have Mercy up- 


on us vile and miſerable Sinners: Do thou, O Ho- 


ly Ghaſt the Comforter, have Mercy upon us, and re- 
main and dwell plentifully in our Hearts for.ever. O 
Holy, Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, Three Perſons 
and One God, have Mercy upon us. O moſt merci- 
ful Father, do thou defend the whole Church and Peo- 
ple every where, from all Evil and Milchief, and 
| again 
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dpainſt all the Deceits and Temptations of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil. We beſeech thee to de- 
liver us, O Lord, from all Blindneſs and Hardneſs of 
Heart, and ſuffer not any Pride, Hypocriſy or De- 
ceit to dwell therein, but give us Grace that we may 
hate, abhor and deteſt every Thing which is evil and 
diſpleaſing in thy Sight, or wherein we may in any 
wile injure and offend one another. O let thy Holy 
Spirit be our Guide in all our Ways, and defend us all 
from all Evils whattoever, both of Soul and Body for 
evermore z ſuffer us never to go on in any wilful or 
known Sins whatſoever, wherein we may offend againſt 
thee. Deliver us from all Drunkenneſs and Revilings, 
from Lying and Slandering, from” Whoredom, A- 
dultery, and all. Uncleannefs ; give us Grace to abſtain 
from all manner of Sin and Wickedneſs, and give us all 
a true Senſe and Knowledge of thy great and glorious 
Majeſty, that we may truly fearand dread thy great and 
holy Name, and that we may alſo truly love, honour, 
and humbly obey thee our God for ever; grant that 
thy Laws may be our Delight, that we may keep thy 
holy Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame 
all the Days of our Lives. Be merciful, Lord, not 
only to us of this Nation, but we beſeech thee to ſend 
thy Holy Spirit of Grace plentifully unto all Nations, 
Kingdoms and Dominions of the World; inſtil into the 
Hearts of all People and Nations, the true Principles 
of Religion and Godlineſs, that they may all ſerve thee 
in all Holineſs and Righteoutiteſs all their Days; open 
the Eyes of all thoſe who are in Blindneſs, and have not 
the Knowledge of thy Laws, and learn thern all per- 
fectly the right and rue Way of Religion and Godli- 
neſs, that they may obſerve and keep all ihy Command- 
ments always, throughout all Nations of the World 
for ever. Be merciful we beſeech thee, O Lord, more 
eſpecially to all thoſe who labour under any Infirmities 
either of Soul or Boy; ſend them Help and Comfort 
from thee the Lord; ſtrengthen and comfort all the 

weak and tecble-hearred among us, who are any ways 


afflicted 
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afflicted or diſtreſſed either in Body or Mind, enable 
them all with Meekneſs and Patience to undergo what” 
ſoever thou art pleaſed to lay upon them, endue them 
with true Humility, and Reſignation to thy holy Will, 
and give them a right and true Faich in thee their God, 
give them allo Strength and Courage to overcome 
their Troubles and Afflictions, if it be thy bleſſed 
Will; direct them, O Lord, for their Comfort what ta 
do herein, and let thy. Bleſſing go along with them, 
and deliver them out of ali Troubles we beſeech thee; 
aud grant, O Lord, we heſęech thte, that whatever 
their Troubles and Afflictions may be, that it may tend 
to thy Glory, and their Souls everlaſting Comfort, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake z we beſeech thee; O Lord, to be 
merciful to all "thoſe who. are in Want, Neeeſlity, or 
Diſtrels; comfort the comfortleſs, relievetheopprefied, 
and be merciſul to them all accordibg'to;:their ſeveral 
. — 

e, pour down thy Ble entifully into 

che Hearts of all Mankind? in general, of all Ages, 
Ranks, States and Conditions of Life whatſoever : 
Bleis all thoſe Who travel either by Land or Water, in 
all their Ways that are honeſt, juſt and upright before 
thee, be thou a ſure Guide unto them in their Way, pre- 
ſerve and defend them from all Dangers both of Soul 
and Body, and conduct them in Peace and Safety to 
their Journey's end, and to the ſeveral Places where 
they are deſign'd for; direct, aſſiſt and proſper them 
in all their honeſt Endeavours of Life, crown their 
Induſtry with Proſperity aud Succeſs, and give both 
them and us, and all of us, Grace to acknowledge all 
thy Mercies with continual thankful Hearts for ever; 
be thou a Father to the Fatherleſs, and a Husband to 
the Widows ; do thou protect and keep them from all 

Es ils both of Soul and Body; provide for them, and 
all that are poor and deſtitute, in all their Neceſlities, 
Wants and Diſtreſs; do thou help and comfort them in 
all their Troubles, and give them all Grace to be _ 
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ful to thee for all thy Mercies; preſerve and defend us 
all, O Lord, from the Hands of our Enemies, from 
all that have any Malice, Envy, Hatred, III-will, or 
any evil Deſign againft us; prevent them from doing 
any Evil or Miſchief either to our Souls or Bodies; an 
5 chem, O Lord, in all their evil and miſ- 
chievous Deſigns whatſoever, we beſeech thee; O make 
them aſhamed of all their Doings, and turn thou the 
Hearts of all thoſe who are maliciouſly ſer againſt us, 
open the Eyes of their Underſtandings, and make them 
truly ſenſible of all their evil Doings ; pardon and for- 
give them all their Sins, and grant them true Repen- 
tance, and a hearty Sorrow for them; and this we beg 
for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


A Concluding PRAYER both for Morning © 


and Evening. | 


Almighty and moſt merciful Father, we give thee 
moſt humble and hearty Thanks for all thy Mer- 
cies and Bleſſings which thou haſt continually beſtowed 
upon us; we bleſs thee for our Preſervation, Juſtifica- 
tion and Sanctification, and all the Bleſſings of this 
Life; but above all, for thine ineſtimable Love which 


thou haſt ſhewn unto us in the Redemption of the 


World by thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : We beſeech 
thee, O Lord, give us ſuch adue Senſe of all thy Mer- 
cies, that our Hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, that 
we may ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only with our Lips, 

but aſs in our Lives and Converſations, by giving up 


our ſelves to thy Service, and by walking before thee 
in all Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our Days. Lord, 


as thou haſt admitted us at this Time to aſſemble our 
ſelves together in thy- Preſence, to offer up our Prayers, 
Supplications, and Thankſgivings before thee, we moſt 


humbly beſeech thee to hear and accept of theſe our 


Prayers, Supplications and Thankſgivings, which we 
have now here offered up unto thee; and grant to us, 
O Lord, all Things which thou knoweſt to be more 
nezaful and neceſſary for . ar any of us, than we bk 
333 as 
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ask or think of: All this we beg for Jeſus Chi iſth is Sake, 
in whoſe moſt bleſſed Name and Words we conclude 
theſe our imperfect Prayers, ſaying as he himſelf hath 
taught us, l e e tg 
Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c. | 
Let, thy Grace, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy Love, 
O heavenly Father, thy Comfort and Conſolation, O 
holy and bleſſed Spirit, be with us, remain with us, 
| bleſs, preferve, guide, direct and 
Un the Evening, keep ys, and dwell in our Hearts this 
W Day, and for evermore. | 


A PRAYER for the Evening, &c. 


Almighty Lord God, and moſt merciful Father, 

who art the only and all-wiſe Diſpaſer and Go- 
vernor. of all Things both in Heaven and Earth; it is 
in thee.and through thee, we live, and move, and have 
our Beings; thouart God from Everlaſting, and World 
without End. O Lord, how great are the daily Ex- 
preſſions of thy great and marvellous Loving-kindnets 
towards us, far beyond what we are able to expreſs or 
think of; we give thee moſt humble and hearty Thanks 
for all thy Merci:s and Bleſſings which thou haſt from 
Time to Time continually beſtowed upon us; we thank 
thee, more eſpecially,” O Lord, for the Mercies vouch- 
ſafed to us the foregoing part of this Day, that thou 
haſt gone in and out before us, and preſerved us therein 
from all thoſe Evils which we juſtly have deſerved; 
and now, O Lord, as thou haſt at this Time given us 
another Opportunity of coming and affembling our 
fel ves together in thy Preſence, to offer up our Prayers, 
Supplications and Thankſgivings before the Throne of 
thy great and glorious. Majeſty, O Lord prepare our 
Hearts aright to p ay unto thee at this Tims, we be- 
ſeech the-, for we know not of our ſelves how to pray 
as we ought to do: O let thy Holy Spirit help our In- 
fl. mities, that ſq our Players may be now and always 
accep.able to thee, for Jeſus Chriſt his S:ke. We 
- Thank thee, O Lord, for thy proyidential Care which 
| | | | thou 


: 


\ 
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thou of thy Goodneſs haſt always moſt wonderfully 
taken of us, and eſpecially for the ref. eſhing Comforts 
we have this Day and all other Times received from 
thee ; that thou haſt always provided ſuitable and ne- 
ceſſary Supplies, for the nouriſhing and refreſhing of 
our weak and frail Bodies with thy good Creatures, . 
that we may be the better enabled thereby the more 
chearfylly tro perform our Duties to thee our God, as 
well as to go through the ſeveral Affairs of Life which 
thou haſt been pleaſed to place us in, that we may there- 
by perform it with all Cheerfulneſs and Comfort all our 
Days; and grant, O Lord, that in all our Buſineſsand 
Affairs of Life, we may never do any Thing but what 
is well-pleaſing in thy Sight, and that we may ſpend the 
remaining Part of our Lives to thy Honour and Glory, 
and our Souls everlaſting Comfort. And Lord, asthou ö 
haſt of thy 3 Mercy preſerved us not only the for- 
mer part of this Day, but alſo all our Lives up until 
now, ſo we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O merciful Fa- 
ther, preſerve us the remaniing part of this Nay, from 
falling into any Sin, or running intoany e either 
of Soul or Body whatſoever; and now, as the Day is 
far ſpent, and Night diaweth on, keep us this Night ap- 
proaching, under thy Protection and Governance, and 
defend us from all Perils and Dangers whatſoever. Give 
us all Grace to conſider, that is thou, O Lord, that 
maketh us dwell in Safety, that we may commend our 
ſelves wholly into thy Hands, as into the Hands of a 
faithful Creator, and moſt loving Father; and grant 
that whether we ſleep or wake, live or die, we may be 
found thine own, to thine eternal Glory and our Souls 
everlaſting Comfort; and, Lord, we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee, ſuffer us never to fo get thy Mercies and 
Bleſſings, but that we may bear thee in our Minds with 
continual Remembrance and thankful Hearts for ever. 
O merciful Father, thou haſt given us ſuch Aﬀurance =» 
of the Pleaſure and Delight thou takeſt in the Aﬀem- 
bly of thy Servants, that thou haſt promiſed whereſo- - 
ever two or three are gathered together, there chou 
wilt be preſent among them. Here 


9 
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Here go on the ſame as in the Morning at this Mark. 
Lei the 112th Plalm be read, as the 37th in the 
Morning, the Miniſter ſaying,] Hear my Brethren what 
ewards and Comfo ts are offered to the Righteous in 
the 112th P/alm, &c. Then proceed as in the Morning 
Prajer throughout, aud at the end of the Concluding Prayer, 
Both Morning and Evening; thenlet any occaſional Prayer 
be read, as a Prayer for the Sick, or Thankſgiving after 
Recovery, &c. \þ | 
| A PRAYER for the Sick. 
A, Lord, look down from Heaven with an Eye of 
| Pity and Compaſſion, upon this thy Servant, 
+, - Whoinow heth ill (or dangerouſly 1 
| Ru Hee name the of + do thou extend thy me cifu 
obe Loving-Kindneſs unto him, reliev 
and eaſe him of his Infirmity, which he now labouret 
under; give him a true Faith and ſure Confidence 
thee, and do thou 3 and encreaſe his Faith daily 
moie and more in theehis God, and give him. Gade to 
put his whole Truſt and Confidence in thy Mercies, en- 
due him with Patience and Contentment under this nis 
Affliction, and a true Reſignation to thy holy Will and 
Pleafure, that he may commend himtelf, both Soul and 
Body, into thy Hands; preſerve and protect hin from 
both ſpiritual and temporal Enemies; make him ſenſi- 
ble, that whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
ſcou geth every Son whom he receiveth. Sanctify, O 
Lord, this thy Fatherly Correction to him, and al- 
though the outward Man decayeth in him, yet ſtreng- 
en thou the in ward Man in him daily more and more; 
make him truly ſenſible of all the Sins and Errors of 
his paſt Life, and grant him true Repentance, and a 
hearty Sorrow for them; and if it ſeemethbeſt, accord- 
ing to thy almighty Wiſdom, to take him hence, grant 
that he may be found acceptable in thy Sight, and be 
made a fit Partaker of everlaſting Glory in thy heaven- 
ly Kingdom; but if it be thy bleſſed Will wy Pleaſure 
to reſtore him to him to his former Health, and to pro- 


long 
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long his Days upon the Earth, we beſeech thee, O mer- 


ciful Father, to give him Grace to live in a thankful 
Remembrance of all thy Mercies, and to ſpend the re- 
maining Part of his Life in thy Fear, and tothy Glory, 0 
that whether he live or die, he may be found thine own, 
to thy Glory andhis Souls everleſtiog Comfort, th. ough 
Jelus Chriſt, our Lord and Savigur. Amen. 


' A Thankſgiving after a Pages, is recoy: d from 
any Illneſs, & 


O Almighty and moſt merciful F ather, to whom be- 
longs the iſſue of Life and Death, we acknow- 
ledge — it is in and through thee, O Lord, that we 
liveand move, and have our Being; chou giveſt us Li 

and takeſt it away again at thy Pleaſure, as ſeemet 
beſt unto, thee; thou ordereſt all Things according to 
thy holy Will and Pleaſure ; if thou ſpeakeſt the Wo. d, 
all Things aue done at chy Command: O give usa true 
Senſe and Nnowledge of the G eatneſs of thy divine 
Majeſty, chat whenever we apptoach unto thee, we 
may come with Fear and Trembling, and withhumble 
and lowly Haarts; and grant that we may evermoge 
ſerve, love, hanour, and humbly obey thee our Cedis 
open thou the Eyes of our Linderdordings we-beſeech 
thee, that we may ſee and conſider the wonderful Works 
of the Lord, and praiſe and glori y thy greats 2 —_ 
Narne, for. all thy Merctesz we now — 
humble and hearty Thanks, O Lord, for all thy Mer- 
cies and Bleſſings whichthoy baſt continually beſtowed 
upon us, but more eſpecially at this Time; we give 
tnee moſt humble and — Tbanks, O merciful Fa- 
ther, in behalf of this thy Servant, whom thou haſt 
been pleaſed to raiſe again from his late Illneſs [ar Dau- 
gers] which he laboured under, and to reſtore him tochis 
priſtine Health. O thou that madeſt his Bed in his Sick- 


neſs, and haſt raiſed him up as it were from Death unto 
Life again, we thank thee, O mes ciful Father, for theſe 


thy Mercies vouchſafed unto him, and as thou haſt been 


Pleaſed to ſtrengthen him again in the outward Man, ſo we 
beſeech 
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beſeech thee ſtrengthen him alſo daily more and more in 
the inward Man, in all Piery, Vertue and Godlin-1s, un- 
to his Life's end: And now we beſeech thee, O Lord, 
make him truly ſenſible of theſe thy Mercies, and give 
him Grace always to conſider thy Loving-Kindneſs to 
him therein, that he mayalways acknowledge it with a 
continual Remembrance, and a thankful Heart, unto 
his Life's end ; give him Grace to ſpend the remaining, 
Part of his Life in thy Fear, andto thy Glory ; andthis 
we beg for Je. us Chritt his Sake, Amen. 
A'PRAYER to be ſaid at laying the Corps into the 
+, +4: ,. ». Ground at a Funeral. 
\ Merciful Father, (who art pleaſedto ſhew us, by the 
"continual Examples which are daily ſet before us, 
thatwe-are poor, frail, and mortal Creatures, and haſt at 
this Time ſet before us a freſh Exampleof only: by 
the Death of our Brother [or Si whoſe Soul thou haſt 
been pleaſed to ſeparate from his Bly, and thereby left 
him as a Spectacle of Mortality before our Eyes) ſuffer us 
not to mourn and lament, as they that are without Hope 
in che Lord, but give us a true and lively Hope and Fait1 
in thee our God; and give us all Grace always readily and 
willingly to ſubmit to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, that we 
may at all Times cheerfully reſign our ſelves, both Soul 
and Body, into thy Hands, as into the Hands of a faithful 
Creator, and that we may alſo cheer fully ſay, The Lord 
giveth, and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord; and grant that all we who ſurvive our dec. aſed 
Friend, may alway follow the Example of thoſe who die 
in the Lord; and as thou haſt made us tculy ſenſible that 
we have here no continuing City, ſogive us Grace ever- 
more diligently to ſeek one to come, eternal in the Hea- 


vens, that whenſoever tou art pleaſed to take us hence, 
we may (together with all thoſe that die in thy Faith and 
Fear, be found fit Partakers of everlaſting Glory in 


thy heavenly Kingdom; and this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt 
his Sake, Amen. ; | 


„ 


